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PASTORAL LETTER 
 

Blood, Sweat and Tea 
 

Dear Friends, 
 

The saga continues…! In the year 865, the so-called “Great Heathen Army” 

from Scandinavia began its raids on the East Anglia, led by a feared and 

mighty warrior named (at least in English history books) Ivar the Boneless. 

However, in Swedish, his ‘real’ name is Ivar Benlös. Now, ‘ben’ in Swedish 

means not only ‘bone’ but ‘leg’. Clearly his name should have been translated 

as Ivar the Legless since ‘boneless’ is a silly name for a Viking warrior and - 

given that he invaded the whole of Mercia in about a fortnight - he was 

anything but ‘spineless’. Surely, Ivar the Legless acquired his name by being 

a permanently drunken warlord whose frenzied attacks on our monasteries 

had less to do with defeating Christianity and more to do with plundering 

their cellars for limitless supplies of local mead and special import Belgian 

beer! 

 

At this point in the story our local hero enters centre stage: Alfred the Great, 

King of the West Saxons and, later, first King of England. As a young soldier 

in 868 he fought against Ivar the Legless in Mercia, but Alfred, partial to his 

afternoon naps and tea and cakes, was no match for Ivar the Legless and had 

to retreat to his native Wessex, leaving Ivar to seize the kingdom of Mercia.  

 

In 871, Alfred ascended to the throne of Wessex, determined to protect both 

church and realm. So that same year, sensing a walkover among the vicarage 

tea parties of Wessex, Ivar the Legless began the Viking advance on Alfred’s 

domain. Although normally incapable of walking a straight line, Ivar found 

the Romans had centuries earlier created a most helpful road layout which 

made his invasion a piece of cake. In 873, Ivar the Legless finally met his 

match - the demon drink.  

 

However, by 875 the Vikings had seized Wareham and most of the 

surrounding areas of Dorset. Alfred, fearing becoming toast, realised he had 

only one course of action. He invited his enemies to afternoon tea and politely 

suggested that were they to leave Wessex he would personally fund one-way 

tickets for the entire Great Heathen Army to visit the teashops of the 

Yorkshire Dales. And so they did - for several years - leaving Alfred time to 



build ‘burhs’ (like Shaftesbury) as strongholds against them on their return. 

By his death in 899 he had defeated the Vikings and united England. 

 

Please note: Not all of the above is historically verifiable (it’s just stuff I read 
on Vikipedia!). However, in recognition of his achievements as Christian 
monarch and lawmaker, as peacemaker in church and state, as founder of 
monasteries (including Shaftesbury) as centres of education and care for the 
poor and sick, and as a theologian, Alfred the Great REALLY IS 
commemorated in the Church of England Calendar - his feast day being 26th 
October. So why not celebrate Alfred’s life and witness that day with a 
genuine Swedish ‘fika’ (Swedish for ‘tea and cakes’) – but keep your eye on 
the oven!  

Revd Dr David Miell 
‘House for Duty’ Associate Priest 

 

There will be a group service at Sixpenny Handley church on 31st October at 

10:30am. This will be a Common Worship Holy Communion service, a 

commemoration of All Saints and All Souls. Revd Dr David Miell will be 

taking the service, and anyone from all the parishes will be welcome! 

 



PARISH MAGAZINE 
 

The Trustees of the Rushmore Estate have kindly made a generous donation 

towards the cost of producing the Inner Chase Magazine, and all involved in 

the production of the magazine would like to thank them for their support. 

The magazine is delivered free to every household in Farnham, Chettle and 

Tollard Royal; a digital version is also sent to a large number of people who 

do not live in the delivery area, and is available through the Chase Benefice 

website (www.chasebeneficedorset.org.uk) and the Tollard Tattler. 

Contributions such as Rushmore Estate’s, along with our advertisers and 

our volunteers’ help, is what makes that all possible. 

 

As always we welcome submissions, suggestions, news, advertising, and 

photos. Please submit items for the next Magazine to the appropriate news 

gatherer, or to The Editor, before 15th October. 

 

The Editor 
Mrs Jackie Carlyle-Clarke 
01725 516323 – tollardgreen@gmail.com 



 

TOLLARD ROYAL 
News gatherer: Alexandra Thomas 
rhodri.alex@btinternet.com – 01725 516320 

 

Harvest Festival Service will be at 10.30am on Sunday 10th October and the 

church will of course be decorated to celebrate this wonderful autumnal time 

of the year. Canon Simon Tong will take this service for us and it will be 

fantastic to have him back at St Peter’s. There will be refreshments after the 

service, and if fine we can spill into the churchyard. Please come and join us. 

 

Harvest Supper will not be held this year as the Cart Shed has not got a 

working kitchen, so sadly it is not possible to get together for this. The 

family-friendly Harvest Festival service is as above and all are welcome to 

that, and there will be refreshments after. Let’s hope that we can get 

together to do something nearer Christmas. 

 

The Ride and Stride for the Dorset Historic Churches Trust took place on 

11th Sept; John Carlyle-Clarke did an amazing 41 miles and visited 17 

churches, while Jackie only managed 10 miles and 4 churches. Half of the 

money raised comes back to support our Tollard church; the other half goes 

to the Dorset Trust, whom we 

support as we are part of a Dorset 

Deanery, and they have given our 

church grants in the past. If you 

would like to sponsor us it’s not too 

late - the link to our JustGiving page 

is tinyurl.com/RideStrideJCC. 

 

52 Club reminder. The £24 

subscription for this is due in 

September, so please make sure you 

renew your sub so you will be 

entered into the draw for September 

(thanks to all who already did!). If 

possible it would be great if you 

made a Standing Order for this. 

Contact Jackie CC for bank details. 



 

  



CHETTLE 
News gatherer: Rosamond Sweet-Escott 

rosamond.sweetescott@gmail.com – 07786 920991  
 

PCC Meeting is on 14th October at 6.30pm. Do please let us know your 

thoughts for the future of our Church and what role it should play in our 

community. Please let Rosamond know if you are coming. 

 

Ride and Stride. Thanks everybody for coming to participate in this year’s 

‘Ride and Stride’, with good weather and a lot of enthusiasm. A BIG thank 

you to every cyclist, church help and everybody who contributed to the whole 

event… as soon as all monies are in we will post the grand total. Richard 

 

Harvest festival. Do please come at 10.30 am on Sunday 10th October. We 

will be introducing our new Vicar, David Miell, and having a wonderful 

celebration with coffee and biscuits afterwards. We have a distinguished 

organist coming as Netta will be abroad. 

 

Chettle Shop is growing! They are hatching lots of exciting plans to expand 

their offer of organic & locally sourced fresh produce, while developing some 

longer term plans for their future, 

and they’d love your ideas and help. 

 

Please sign up to their email list at 

tinyurl.com/chettleshopsignup – if 

you sign up before 1st November 

you’ll be entered into a draw to win 

a meal for 2 at The Castleman. 

 

Broken box grave. We are obliged to 

advertise for the whereabouts of any 

descendants of the family interred in 

the box grave in the Churchyard. 

This is a statutory obligation and 

has to be fulfilled prior to our getting 

it repaired. If anybody has any 

connection to the Beale family or 

knows of anybody then please get in 

touch with Rosamond. 



 

 

  



 

FARNHAM 
News gatherer: Mrs Gill Baverstock 
gill.baverstock@hotmail.co.uk – 01725 516311 

 

The Harvest Festival Service will be held in church on Sunday 3rd October 

at 11.30am. If you wish to bring something to the service as a harvest 

offering then please bring tinned, long-life and dried food products. These 

items will be taken to the Blandford Food Bank to support those closer to 

home who struggle to buy food. 

 

The service will be followed by a harvest meal, the proceeds of which, 

together with the collection, will also be sent to the Blandford Food Bank. It 

would be useful, but not essential, to let Gill (516311) know by Saturday 

morning if you plan to stay for the ploughman’s so that we have an idea of 

numbers for catering. 

 

From the Farnham church registers 

4th September: James MacPherson and Rose Childerhouse were married. 

7th September: Frances Constable’s ashes were interred in the churchyard, 

in the plot with her late husband, Jack. 

 

A Christmas Fair will be held in church on Saturday 4th December at 

10.30am. We will be grateful to receive donations of preserves, cakes, items 

for the tombola, and gift stalls and seasonal goods for sale. 

 

Car Boot Sale. Thank you to all those who supported this event by booting, 

donating, selling and buying. The PCC was aware that proceeds were 

unlikely to be as high as previously. Nevertheless, the final total of £276.63 

was not to be sniffed at and will contribute to payment of the church repairs, 

some of which are now underway. Many enquired about the absence of the 

plant stall which is usually found at the May Car Boot Sale, and we 

appreciate that September is not the best time for the Allotment Association 

to run this! However, the PCC intends to revert to a May Car Boot Sale next 

year and the date for 2022 will be Sunday, 15th May. 

 

Church upkeep. Thanks to Tim Tustin’s perseverance we have finally 

received permission to carry out the following works: repair porch door arch; 

repair outer door; repair West windows; carry out various repointing and 

stone repairs to outside of building. 



50 Club. To date I have received the majority of renewals and some new 

subscriptions. There are numbers available so there is still time to join. 

Proceeds from the 50 Club contribute to the upkeep of the church building.

 Gill Baverstock – 01725 516311 

 

Dorset Historic Churches Ride & Stride. Our thanks to Trisha Forshaw who 

cycled to 8 churches in aid of Farnham Church, raising £350. Half will go to 

DHCT and half to Farnham Church. Thanks also to those who sat in the 

church to welcome riders. 

 

Goodbyes. We have bid farewell to Viv Thomas, who has moved to 

Shaftesbury; the Strauss family who have moved to Child Okeford; and the 

Shiels who have gone to Ashmore. We wish them all well in their new homes. 

 

Sadly, we have learnt of the deaths of two former residents. Alan Thomas, 

Viv Thomas’ husband, passed away on 8th September and Judy Stickland on 

9th September. Both had been living with dementia. 

 

I have also learnt of the death of Richard Brightman, the brother of Shelagh 

Thomas. Some residents will have met Richard who was a good supporter of 

events in Farnham, even following Shelagh’s untimely death. 



SHARED EVENTS+ACTIVITIES 
News gatherer: Mrs. Jackie Carlyle-Clarke 

tollardgreen@gmail.com – 01725 516323  
 

Happy Nappy - Baby and Toddler Group. We’re a volunteer-run baby and 

toddler group for families in Sixpenny Handley and the surrounding villages. 

We meet every Monday during term time from 10:00 until 11:30. There’s lots 

of different toys and games for the children, and tea, coffee and biscuits for 

parents and carers. We’re a very relaxed and informal group and would love 

to see more families from the surrounding areas at our group! You can find 

us on Facebook (‘Happy Nappy - Sixpenny Handley’) if you’d like more 

information. 

 

Sixpenny Handley Parish Library will be open when the Parish Office is 

open, and on the first and third Thursdays of the month 3 till 4.15pm (that’s 

the 7th and 21st). We also have children’s books! 

 

Magnifi-Cafe is open Thursdays from 9am till 12pm in St Mary's Church, 

Sixpenny Handley. It includes the Teddy Bears Toddler group. 

Halloween, All Saints’ Day and All Souls’ Day 

These three special days originated with the ancient festival of Samhain 

when Celts would hold gatherings and feasts from the evening of October 

31st to the evening of November 1st, marking the end of the harvest 

season and the beginning of the dark, cold winter; they believed that at 

Samhain the boundary between this world and the Otherworld blurred, 

and that spirits and fairies could more easily come here, using ancient 

burial mounds as portals. 

In the eighth century, Pope Gregory III designated November 1st as a 

time to honour all saints. As the influence of Christianity blended with 

and supplanted older Celtic rites All Saints Day (also called All-Hallows 

from Middle English ‘Alholowmesse’ meaning All Saints’ Day) 

incorporated some of the traditions of Samhain. The evening before 

(October 31st) was known as All Hallows Eve, and later Halloween.  

In 1000 A.D. the church made November 2nd All Souls’ Day, a day to 

honour the dead, likely attempting to replace the Celtic festival of the 

dead with a related, church-sanctioned holiday. It was celebrated with 

big bonfires, parades and dressing up as saints, angels and devils. 



 

 



  



   



CHURCH SERVICES OCTOBER 2021 
Due to Covid this may change. See www.chasebeneficedorset.org.uk 

3rd October Eighteenth after Trinity / Harvest 1st Sunday 
10.00am Sixpenny Handley Family Service 
10:30am Tarrant Hinton Harvest Service 
11.15am Pentridge Matins 
11.30am Farnham Harvest Service followed by 

Ploughman’s Lunch 

No service Chettle and Tollard Royal See Farnham 
6.00pm Sixpenny Handley Holy Communion (BCP) 
6.00pm Tarrant Gunville Evensong 
 
10th October Nineteenth after Trinity / Harvest 2nd Sunday 
9:00am Tarrant Monkton Holy Communion (BCP) 

9:15am Tarrant Hinton Village Hall Breakfast Together 
10:00am Gussage St Andrew Harvest Holy Communion 
10:30am Tollard Royal Harvest Festival Service 
10.30am Chettle Harvest Festival Service 
11:00am Tarrant Rushton Harvest Family Service 
No Service Farnham See Chettle or Tollard Royal 
 
17th October Twentieth after Trinity / Harvest 3rd Sunday 
9.20am Sixpenny Handley Breakfast Church 
10.30am Tarrant Gunville Harvest Family Communion 
11.00am Tarrant Keyneston Harvest Holy Communion 

11.15am Pentridge Holy Communion (BCP) 
6.00pm Farnham Holy Communion 
No service Chettle & Tollard Royal See Farnham 
 
24th October Twenty-first after Trinity / Bible Sunday 4th Sunday 
9:00am Chettle Holy Communion 

9:00am Gussage St Andrew Matins 
10:00am Sixpenny Handley Holy Communion 
10:30am Tarrant Hinton Hinton Half Hour 
10:30am Tarrant Monkton Worship for All 
6:00pm Tollard Royal Evensong 
No Service Farnham See Chettle or Tollard Royal 
 
31st October Third before Advent 5th Sunday 
 (Commemoration of All Saints and All Souls) 
10:30am Sixpenny Handley Group Holy Communion 


