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PASTORAL LETTER 
 

Over the past 18 months the Coronavirus pandemic has governed much of 

our lives and, hopefully, we will have some normality restored this year. But 

if we are not careful it will be easy to be caught up in the frenzy of it all and 

arrive at Christmas Day exhausted, with little energy left to reflect on the 

season’s true meaning. Sometimes we can also get caught up in the chocolate 

box image of the nativity scene, the one on our Christmas cards, which 

presents a cosy image of all being well. Yet if we look back at that stable, and 

take away the familiar cosiness, we see the reality of the situation.  

 

Just as the Christmas season now can be a difficult time for so many people, 

Mary and Joseph were a homeless couple sheltering in dire circumstances 

amongst the animals and all that messiness, struggling to find somewhere 

to bring their baby into the world. Yet in that baby we see God’s presence, 

His love and hope, there in that mess and muddle of a stable, and amidst the 

mess and muddle of the political turmoil of the time. He can see the mess 

and muddle of our lives today and in our, somewhat lesser, political turmoil. 

In that stable, in the manger, the shepherds who were considered outsiders 

found God’s love and hope. Likewise, let us look forward to the coming year 

because in it and in all we do personally, as a church, and as a community, 

we can find God’s love and His hope in whatever lies before us.  

 

Those of you who are vigilant will notice that I haven’t mentioned the Three 

Wise Men. They were foreigners coming from far away to search for a king, 

and were welcomed without question. They have become such a colourful 

part of the Christmas story that it is a common misconception they visited 

Jesus at the stable on the night of His birth. In fact, they came days, months, 

or possibly even years later. That is why Matthew 2:11 says the wise men 

visited and worshipped Jesus in a house, not at the stable (Mary and Joseph 

wouldn’t have stayed in the stable for long as they had been on their way to 

Joseph’s birthplace of Bethlehem, for the Roman census). You might be 

thinking “but we’ve had Christmas so why are we still with these Men, these 

Magi, in January, with the feast of the Epiphany – the revelation of God’s 

Salvation in Christ to all humanity”. These regal men packed provisions for 

a journey with no fixed time and travelled at night to follow the star. No 

angel’s voice, no message from a prophet, no burning bush: just a star that 

gets their attention. To these well-informed astronomers the single star 

seemed out of place and shone more brightly than others. 



 

If we were given a clue to some great happening would we really be able to 

just take off on a journey of exploration, and could we really be bothered with 

the great upheaval and valuable time spent in pursuing it? Who knows, 

perhaps you are already on a similar journey in some way.  

 

Although we might not have a star in the sky to guide us, we do have Jesus 

to help us to make a difference to those we come into contact with. We may 

find it a long, arduous journey. Some of us may get side-tracked and wander 

off on a byroad before stumbling back onto the main track which, after all, is 

straight and narrow. Some of us may walk it only at Christmas time – but 

better than not at all. And some of us may walk it quietly, alone, without 

other companions. All just trying to make a difference along the way. 

 

So, as we shut the door of 2021 and start on the journey which is the “Year 

of Our Lord 2022”, I would like to wish everyone a HAPPY CHRISTMAS 

AND NEW YEAR with good and fruitful journeys of discovery over the next 

twelve months. Carol Neilson LLM 
 

PARISH NEWS 
 

There will be a Group Holy Communion at Farnham at 10:00am on Sunday, 

December 26th, taken by Revd Dr David Miell, to which all are welcome. 

 

If you, or anyone you know, would like to receive Holy Communion at home 

over the Christmas period, please let Gill Baverstock know (01725 516311). 

 

Due to the double edition of the Magazine the next edition will be the 

February 2022 edition. There will be no Inner Chase magazine in January. 

 

The Churchwardens of the Inner Chase Group would like to thank James 

Carlyle-Clarke (working from Bali, Indonesia!!) for his hard work on the 

magazine, collating, helping the Editor to keep sane, and setting out the 

copy, to enable the finished product to be ready for printing. Our thanks also 

to Sandroyd School for printing our magazine at an affordable cost, and to 

Sarah Harding in the office for supporting this. 

 

The Editor and all involved in the magazine would like to wish everyone a 

very Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year! 



 



 

TOLLARD ROYAL 
News gatherer: Alexandra Thomas 
rhodri.alex@btinternet.com – 01725 516320 

 

Advent Sunday service will be at 11.15am on Sunday, 12th December to 

celebrate the 3rd Sunday in Advent. 

 

The Carol Service will be held in the Church at 4.00pm on Sunday, 19th 

December, with mulled wine and mince pies afterwards. Please come and 

join us for this joyous candlelit event to start the Christmas week. The 

Church will be decorated by the wonderful flower ladies for the Christmas 

season. Please come to enjoy our lovely little church, full of Christmas joy, 

and lit with candles.  

 

Christmas Day service will be Holy Communion with Carols in Tollard at 

11.15am, so you have time to open stockings and put the turkey in the oven!!  

 

Carols and Festive songs round the Christmas Tree at the Old Cart Shed at 

6.30 on Wednesday, 22nd December. Come and gather to sing around the 

firepits, with Karen providing the music for us to sing to, and Pulled Pork 

and Mulled Wine to cheer us along. Donations towards the food, please, and 

we will send any surplus to Home Start, which is a local Charity helping 

Mums and their children.  

 

Our thanks go to Martin and Maria (ably assisted by Phil and Karen), who 

are in charge of putting up the Christmas tree by the Cart Shed, and to Phil 

Lever who supplies this tree and also one for the Church. Our thanks also to 

Rushmore for allowing us to put the tree by the Cart Shed (and also for 

keeping the grass round the War Memorial cut, and making it look so tidy). 

 

52 Club winners October: 1st – Peter Turner; 2nd – Maria Jackson. 

November: 1st – Caroline Mayhew; 2nd – Richard Mitchell  

 

The Joint Remembrance Sunday Service was held at the Tollard Royal War 

Memorial (see later in the magazine for more). 

 

An enormous note of thanks must go to Bob Marston who undertook the 

mammoth task of cleaning and painting the chains around the Memorial – 

they looked splendid on the day and will hopefully now last another 60 years! 



 

The 2021 

Christmas Fair 
In aid of the Salisbury-Sudan Medical Link 

  

Anne Biddlecombe Hall 

Tarrant Keyneston 
 

A Coffee and Lunch Christmas Fair 
Saturday, 4th December 

11.00 am — 1.00 pm 
Raffle • Last orders at 1.00pm, Hall closes a little later. 

 
Please wear masks (when not eating or drinking) 

Sanitiser available in the Hall 
 

  



CHETTLE 
News gatherer: Rosamond Sweet-Escott 

rosamond.sweetescott@gmail.com – 07786 920991  
 

The Remembrance Day service was very well attended this year and the 

Church looked truly beautiful. Thank you to all who participated in 

organising the service. 

 

John Sansom has made a most wonderful Church notice board and it is now 

up in the Churchyard. Do keep an eye out for any notices which appear there. 

Thank you from all of us, John, for a job very well done. 

 

The Box Grave will hopefully be mended soon, once Faculty permission has 

been obtained. Apologies for this long delay. 

 

The Church Clock is very nearly operational and is just awaiting some final 

tweaking. 

 

Date for the Diary: On Sunday, 12th December at 6.30 pm, Richard Hancock 

and Andy Young are putting together a Christingle/Nativity family-

orientated service, which is always hugely popular. Andy will be in touch to 

get volunteers to participate in this nearer the time. 

 

Village Carol Singing at Chettle House, to which all villagers are warmly 

invited, will start at 4pm on Christmas Eve this year, in order to be over in 

time for the Midnight Mass service, which will follow immediately after. 

 

Midnight Mass will then take place at 6.30 pm on 24th December in Chettle 

Church, and will be taken by David Miell – we are hoping to have only 

candlelight this year so do bring a small torch to read the hymns. 

 

The Church Organ appeal is now open and started. Do please think how you 

might organise something to raise much-needed funds. Thank you. If in 

doubt speak to Barbara or Rosamond. 

 

There are some lovely new cards for sale in both the shop and the Church, 

showing an illustration of St Mary’s. Netta Wace has very kindly produced 

these, and all proceeds will go to the Church. Do think of them when sending 

a little note. 



 

 

  



 

FARNHAM 
News gatherer: Mrs Gill Baverstock 
gill.baverstock@hotmail.co.uk – 01725 516311 

 

The Christmas Fair will be held in the church on Saturday, 4th December 

from 10.30am until 12.30pm. There will be a number of stalls: tombola, 

home-made produce, books and games and high-quality gifts, so it will be a 

good opportunity to purchase Christmas presents without breaking the 

bank. Helen will be selling tickets for the magnificent Xmas Hamper and, 

this year, you will also have the chance to buy tickets for a biscuit hamper. 

Mulled wine, coffee and home-made mince pies will be served throughout the 

proceedings. We look forward to seeing everyone. 

 

Thank you to those who attended the Remembering Service. Following the 

service £120 was sent to The Royal British Legion. 

 

An Advent Service will be held in the church at 10.30am on Sunday, 5th 

December. This will be led by Canon Richard Hancock. We are now back to 

serving refreshments after the service, so do stay a while. 

 

The Carol Service by Candlelight will be held in our church on Sunday, 19th 

December at 6pm. Revd David Miell, the House for Duty Associate Priest, 

will lead the service, and the collection will be in aid of Julia’s House. Do join 

us afterwards for mulled wine and nibbles. 

 

Christmas Morning Family Service will be at 10am. It will be suitable for all 

ages and will last no more than forty minutes. 

 

The First Tuesday Coffee Morning will be on 7th December at Cherry Tree 

Cottage, the home of Trisha Forshaw. Everyone welcome from 10.30am. 

 

The Coffee Morning on 4th January, 2022 will be at The Stables, the home of 

Katrina Hedges. 

 

Churchyard Cleaning As the mowing season comes to an end we thank 

everyone who has contributed to keeping the churchyard looking so tidy, be 

they mowers, or sweepers. Particular thanks go to Ali and David who have 

kept the drive to the churchyard and the church path free of slippery leaves 

and berries. 



 

Farnham Allotments 

Following on from the success of our “Soup a Day” last year, we thought we’d 

do it again this year on Saturday, December 18th, 2021 in aid of Julia’s 

House. Ed and Gail, will host the event at Winklebury Cottage, starting at 

12:30 and continuing until all the soup has been consumed. First in the soup 

line-up will be spicy butternut soup. If anyone has a favourite soup they 

would like to contribute to the cause, offers will be gratefully received, just 

let Gail or Ed (01725 516348) know and bring the soup on the day. 

 

From the Parish Council This is just to remind you that the Parish Council 

posts items that they feel may be of interest to you all on the notice board by 

the playground. This includes the agendas and minutes of our meetings so 

please keep an eye on the board. Penny Everard 

 

Following a number of disturbing rural crimes, the North Dorset Rural 

Neighbourhood Policing Team want to remind residents to always lock their 

vehicles. Do not leave items in your vehicle overnight, particularly on view, 

as this encourages criminals to break into your vehicle, likely leading to 

damage that will be costly to repair. Do not hesitate to use the 101 telephone 

number to report any non-emergency incident. If it is quicker for you then 

email 101@dorset.pnn.police.uk. Remember to state the location of the 

incident so that it can be passed on to the correct policing team. 

 

50 Club November winners: 1st – Tim Tustin; 2nd – Christine Maguire;  

3rd – Sally Fairchild.  

 

Update on Church External Door. SSEN mismanaged the job to shroud the 

electricity cables, so the stonemason has not been able to carry out all the 

contracted pointing work. Nevertheless the masons have been busy on site 

doing what they can without getting anywhere near the electricity cables. 

The replacement stone for the porch doorway has been cut and we are hoping 

that this will be in situ and the door rehung before the Christmas period. 

Stop Press! The door has been rehung!  

 

We bade a fond farewell in the summer to Robert and Eleanor Byde, when 

they moved to Salisbury. We have welcomed Tim, Finn and sons Patrick, 

Jonty and Ronan to Elham Lodge, and we hope they soon feel part of the 

community. 

 



 

  



   



IN MEMORIAM 
Judith Helen Stickland – 1st March, 1927 to 9th September, 2021 

 

Judy was born in Poole and maintained her roots there, marrying John, who 

would have been the boy-next-door, had he not lived a couple of doors down!  

 

For some time, Judy and her husband John lived in 57 Farnham, later 

moving to number 72, where John sadly passed away.  

 

During her time in Farnham, Judy readily joined in with village activities. 

She was a prolific cook, making jams, chutneys and cakes for fundraising. 

She was a keen gardener, making her well-tended garden available for the 

Open Gardens events and contributing to the floral arrangements in the 

church. She cooked for the Village Party and was known for her eggs in 

mayonnaise and her raspberry roulades. 

 

Engaging with a spectrum of ages, Judy took trips abroad with her older 

friends and babysat for a number of families whose children are now grown 

up. She was a fiercely independent, reliable lady, living life to the full until, 

as her eyesight failed, she had to give up driving and decided, with her 

family, to move back to Poole. Sadly, 

Judy was eventually diagnosed with 

dementia and spent her latter 

months in Marchfield House Care 

Home. 

 

Judy had wanted to leave her body 

for scientific research but present 

circumstances prohibited this, so 

she was cremated; and her family, 

appreciating the many happy years 

she had spent in Farnham, decided 

that her ashes should be interred in 

Farnham Churchyard. 

 

Our thoughts and prayers continue 

to be with Judy’s son Rob and all the 

family.   



  



 



REMEMBRANCE SUNDAY SERVICE 
 

The Joint Remembrance Sunday Service was held at the War Memorial with 

a large gathering of people from Tollard Royal and Farnham. The Rolls of 

Honour for both Tollard Royal and Farnham were read out, Last Post and 

Reveille sounded, the Silence observed at 11.00am, and a wreath also laid. A 

short service followed, led by Revd David Miell. It was, as always, a moving 

occasion set amongst the beautiful autumnal colours, and it was lovely to 

have many villagers from Farnham join us. So many of the fallen would have 

lived in our two villages and the area between, and almost certainly have 

been friends from childhood.  

 

Marcelle Mitchell, the Tollard Royal village historian, has unearthed two 

more men – brothers – who should perhaps have been on the Tollard Royal 

Memorial Roll of Honour, and who will in future be recognised at the annual 

Remembrance Service. These are the early details: 

- Fredrick James Staples, ‘missing presumed dead’, Belgium, 12th April 1918 
- Henry Bennett George Staples, aged 27, R.N. Died 4th Feb 1919 – HMS 

Penarth was sunk while on minesweeping duties. 
 

There may be more from Farnham and Chettle.  



CHURCH SERVICES DECEMBER 2021 
Sunday 5th December Advent 2 1st Sunday 
9.00am Pentridge Matins 
10.00am Sixpenny Handley Family Service 
10:30am Farnham Advent Family Service  
10.30am Tarrant Hinton Family Service with HC 
4.00pm Tarrant Gunville Evensong 

6.00pm Sixpenny Handley All Souls Holy Communion 
No service Chettle & Tollard Royal See Farnham 
 
Saturday 11th December (TBC)  
6.00pm Gussage St Andrew Carols by Candlelight 
 

Sunday 12th December Advent 3 2nd Sunday 
9.00am Gussage St Andrew Holy Communion (BCP) 
9.00am Tarrant Monkton Holy Communion (BCP) 
9.15am Tarrant Gunville V. Hall Breakfast Together 
10.00am Sixpenny Handley Holy Communion (CW) 

11.00am Tarrant Rushton Christingle 
11.15am Tollard Royal Advent Service 
6.30pm Chettle Christingle 
No Service Farnham See Tollard Royal or Chettle 
 
Thursday 16th December 

6.00pm Tarrant Gunville Carol Service 
 
Sunday 19th December Advent 4 3rd Sunday 
10.30am Tarrant Gunville Family Communion 
11.15am Pentridge Holy Communion (BCP) 
4.00pm Tollard Royal Carol Service 

4.30pm Tarrant Hinton Carol Service 
6.00pm Farnham Carols by Candlelight 
6.00pm Sixpenny Handley Carol Service 
6.00pm Tarrant Monkton Carol Service 
6.00pm Tarrant Keyneston Carol Service 
 

Monday 20th December 
6.00pm Pentridge Carols by Candlelight 

Continued… 
  



CHRISTMAS WEEKEND 
Friday 24th December Christmas Eve 
4.00pm Sixpenny Handley Christingle 
4.00pm Tarrant Hinton Christingle/Crib Service 
5.00pm Tarrant Rushton Carols by Candlelight 
6.30pm Chettle Christmas Eve Communion 
11.00pm Tarrant Hinton Midnight Mass 

11.00pm Tarrant Monkton Midnight Mass 
 
Saturday 25th December Christmas Day 
10.00am Farnham Family service for Xmas Day 
10.00am Sixpenny Handley Holy Communion (CW) 
10.00am Tarrant Gunville Holy Communion 

11.15am Tollard Royal Christmas Communion 
11.15am Pentridge Holy Communion (BCP) 
 
Sunday 26th December St Stephen’s/Christmas 1 4th Sunday 
10.00am Farnham Group Holy Communion (CW) 

 

Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year! 



CHURCH SERVICES JANUARY 2022 
Sunday 2nd January Epiphany/Christmas 2 1st Sunday 
9.00am Pentridge Matins 
10.00am Sixpenny Handley Family Service with Plough 

Blessing 
10.00am Tarrant Hinton Holy Communion (said) 
10.30am Farnham Family Service 

10.45am Tarrant Rushton Together Communion 
6.00pm Sixpenny Handley Holy Communion (BCP) 
 
Sunday 9th January Baptism of Christ/Epiphany 1 2nd Sunday 
9.00am Gussage St Andrew Holy Communion (BCP) 
9.00am Tarrant Monkton Holy Communion (BCP) 

9.15am Tarrant Hinton Breakfast Together at V. Hall 
10.00am Sixpenny Handley Holy Communion (CW) 
10.30am Chettle Morning Worship 
11.00am Tarrant Keyneston Family Service 
11.15am Tollard Royal Holy Communion 
 

Sunday 16th January Epiphany 2 3rd Sunday 
9.20am Sixpenny Handley Breakfast Church 
10.30am Tarrant Gunville Family Communion 
11.00am Tarrant Rushton Holy Communion 
11.15am Pentridge Holy Communion (BCP) 
6.00pm Farnham Holy Communion 

 
Sunday 23rd January Epiphany 3 4th Sunday 
9.00am Chettle Holy Communion (BCP) 
9.00am Gussage St Andrew Matins 
9.00am Tarrant Rushton Holy Communion (BCP) 

10.00am Sixpenny Handley Holy Communion (CW) 
10.30am Tarrant Hinton Hinton Half Hour 
10.30am Tarrant Monkton Worship for All 
6.00pm Tollard Royal Evensong 
 
Sunday 30th January Epiphany 4/ 5th Sunday 
 Presentation of Christ in the Temple 

10.30am Farnham Group Holy Communion 


