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Collect 
Blessed Lord, who caused all holy Scriptures to be written for our learning: 

help us so to hear them, to read, mark, learn and inwardly digest them that, 

through patience, and the comfort of your holy word, we may embrace and 

for ever hold fast the hope of everlasting life, which you have given us in 

our Saviour Jesus Christ, who is alive and reigns with you, in the unity of 

the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen 
 

2 Timothy 4:6-8, 16-18 English Standard Version (ESV) 
 

Finishing the race 
 

6 
For I am already being poured out as a drink offering, and the time of my 

departure has come. 
7 
I have fought the good fight, I have finished the race, 

I have kept the faith. 
8 
Henceforth there is laid up for me the crown of 

righteousness, which the Lord, the righteous judge, will award to me on 

that Day, and not only to me but also to all who have loved his appearing. 
 

The Lord is my defence 
 

16 
At my first defence no one came to stand by me, but all deserted me. May 

it not be charged against them! 
17 

But the Lord stood by me and 

strengthened me, so that through me the message might be fully proclaimed 

and all the Gentiles might hear it. So I was rescued from the lion's mouth. 
18 

The Lord will rescue me from every evil deed and bring me safely into 

his heavenly kingdom. To him be the glory forever and ever. Amen. 
 
COMMENT: The tradition remains that Paul died during Nero’s persecution of 

the mid-60s AD. As a Roman citizen he would have been beheaded rather than 

crucified, as tradition reported concerning Peter’s death about the same time. There 

can be little doubt that this passage comes either from Paul’s own hand or from 

someone who knew exactly what had happened to him. The passage is in the style 

of the hero in the Greco-Romano literary culture. That motif goes back to Homer’s 

Iliad and Odyssey. The difference in the New Testament portrayal of the hero 

motif, however, lay in the way the story ends. Whereas in the Greco-Roman 

stories, the athletic hero was crowned with laurel leaves, the Christian hero, 

eschewing worldly honours, died not only bravely but willingly because he knew 

that his reward lay beyond an ignominious death. 2 Timothy 4:8 says as much: 



“From now on there is reserved for me the crown of righteousness which the Lord, 

the righteous judge will award me on that day.” The phrases in verses16-18 may 

have been inspired by Psalm 22. According to the gospels, this psalm was on the 

mind of Jesus too when he hung upon the cross. As Paul himself faced death, he 

was comforted and encouraged with the same psalm as his Lord in the similar 

circumstances. 

 

Luke 18:9-14 English Standard Version (ESV) 
 

The Pharisee and the Tax Collector 
 

18 
9 
He also told this parable to some who trusted in themselves that they 

were righteous, and treated others with contempt: 
10 

“Two men went up into 

the temple to pray, one a Pharisee and the other a tax collector. 
11 

The 

Pharisee, standing by himself, prayed
[a]

 thus: ‘God, I thank you that I am 

not like other men, extortioners, unjust, adulterers, or even like this tax 

collector. 
12 

I fast twice a week; I give tithes of all that I get.’ 
13 

But the tax 

collector, standing far off, would not even lift up his eyes to heaven, but 

beat his breast, saying, ‘God, be merciful to me, a sinner!’ 
14 

I tell you, this 

man went down to his house justified, rather than the other. For everyone 

who exalts himself will be humbled, but the one who humbles himself will 

be exalted.” 
 

Footnotes: a. or standing, prayed to himself. 

 
COMMENT: The point of this parable is made before the story is told. The issue 

is the sin of self-righteousness, or as Paul put it so often, salvation by works 

instead of trusting in God’s grace. This was an important issue when Luke wrote 

circa AD 75-85. The Pharisees had already been a force to contend with during 

Jesus’ ministry half a century earlier. After the destruction of the temple, they took 

control of the Jewish religious tradition among the Diaspora as well as in the 

Jewish homeland. It was they who finalised the canon of Hebrew scriptures and 

began the long process of interpreting the Torah which ultimately became known 

as the Mishnah and the Talmud. Luke may well have been addressing this later 

development among the Christian converts from Judaism with this parable. He 

would undoubtedly have known the ancient Jewish man’s morning prayer which 

thanked God for not making him a Gentile, a slave or a woman. The story itself has 

a ring of immediacy about it. This makes it seem as if everyone who may have 

heard Jesus utter it may well have witnessed this very incident many times as they 

went to offer their own prayers in the temple. Note that the Pharisee stood off by 

himself to avoid contamination from anyone who might be in the temple courts in a 

ritually impure state. The tax collector, on the other hand, afraid perhaps of even 

daring to enter the sacred precincts, is “standing far off.” In fact, this may refer to 

the fact that tax-collectors were regarded as unfit to enter the temple, and required 

to stay in the exterior Court of the Gentiles. Yet in Jesus’ estimation the sincerity 

of his prayer far exceeded that of the Pharisee. He responded in repentance to the 

grace he hoped to find by acknowledging his own unworthiness. One other detail 

of the story is significant: “Justified” is a typical Pauline word with which Luke 



states this man’s new relationship with God. Of the two men, he was the only one 

who had really prayed. For doing that he had been declared righteous, but not 

because he was good and the Pharisee bad, nor because he felt better for it. Rather 

he had the humility to do the one thing God requires: he had faced the truth about 

himself and cast himself on God’s mercy and compassion. 

 

Psalm 65 Te decet hymnus Grail Psalter 
 

R    To you our praise is due in Zion, O God. 
 
1
 For the Choirmaster. A Psalm of David. A Song. 

 

2 To you our praise is due 

in Zion, O God. 

To you we pay our vows, 
3 you who hear our prayer. R    
 

To you all flesh will come 
4 with its burden of sin. 

Too heavy for us, our offenses, 

but you wipe them away. R    
 

5 Blessed is he whom you choose and call 

to dwell in your courts. 

We are filled with the blessings of your house, 

of your holy temple. R    
 

6 You keep your pledge with wonders, 

O God our saviour, 

the hope of all the earth 

and of far distant isles. R    
 

7 You uphold the mountains with your strength, 

you are girded with power. 
8 You still the roaring of the seas, 

(the roaring of their waves,) 

and the tumult of the peoples. R    
 

9 The ends of the earth stand in awe 

at the sight of your wonders. 

The lands of sunrise and sunset 

you fill with your joy. R    
 

10 You care for the earth, give it water, 

you fill it with riches. 

Your river in heaven brims over 

to provide its grain. R    
 



And thus you provide for the earth; 
11 you drench its furrows; 

you level it, soften it with showers; 

you bless its growth.  

R    To you our praise is due in Zion, O God.     
 

12 You crown the year with your goodness. 

Abundance flows in your steps, 
13 in the pastures of the wilderness it flows. R    
 

The hills are girded with joy, 
14 the meadows covered with flocks, 

the valleys are decked with wheat. 

They shout for joy, yes they sing. R    
 

Glory be to the Father and to the Son  

and to the Holy Spirit,  

As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be,  

world without end. Amen.   

 
COMMENT: This hymn of praise presents many images of peace and prosperity 

attributed to the gracious interventions of the LORD. At its best Israel’s religious 

tradition included a firm belief in God’s sovereignty over the natural world and its 

productive capacities as well as over historical events. The recognition of this 

providential sovereignty formed the basis for worshipful rejoicing in a number of 

psalms. As verses 1-4 state, even the privilege of worshiping the LORD in the 

temple offers a sign of divine sovereignty. The rest of this liturgy of thanksgiving 

is commentary. 

 
Post Communion 
God of all grace, your Son Jesus Christ fed the hungry with the bread of his 

life and the word of his kingdom: renew your people with your heavenly 

grace, and in all our weakness sustain us by your true and living bread; who 

is alive and reigns, now and for ever. Amen 

 
The Blessing 

Christ the Son of God perfect in you the image of his glory and gladden 

your hearts with the good news of his kingdom; and the blessing of God 

almighty, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, be among you, and 

remain with you always. Amen. 

 

   Clocks should have gone back 

     one hour today at 2:00 am. 
 


