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st
 March 2019 
 

Fourth Sunday in Lent 
 

Purple 
 

 

Collect 

Merciful Lord, absolve your people from their offences, that through your 

bountiful goodness we may all be delivered from the chains of those sins 

which by our frailty we have committed; grant this, heavenly Father, for 

Jesus Christ’s sake, our blessed Lord and Saviour, who is alive and reigns 

with you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen  

 

Joshua 5:9-12 English Standard Version (ESV) 
 

First Passover in Canaan 
 

5 9 
And the LORD said to Joshua, “Today I have rolled away the reproach 

of Egypt from you.” And so the name of that place is called Gilgal
[a]

 to this 

day. 
10 

While the people of Israel were encamped at Gilgal, they kept the 

Passover on the fourteenth day of the month in the evening on the plains of 

Jericho. 
11 

And the day after the Passover, on that very day, they ate of the 

produce of the land, unleavened cakes and parched grain. 
12 

And the manna 

ceased the day after they ate of the produce of the land. And there was no 

longer manna for the people of Israel, but they ate of the fruit of the land of 

Canaan that year. 
 

Footnotes: a. Gilgal sounds like the Hebrew for to roll. 

 

COMMENT: Whether a natural product or not, manna was deemed to be a gift from the 

Lord to the Israelites in the wilderness of Sin (Exodus 16). It is now believed to have been 

the carbohydrate excretions of an insect which fed on the sap of the tamarisk bush. Rich 

in sugars and pectin, even a large amount would have been insufficient to supply the need 

for food. Now that they had entered the Promised Land, they recalled their escape from 

Egypt by celebrating the annual festival of the Passover. This time they used the produce 

of Canaan to make their unleavened bread. On that same day, the gift of manna ended. In 

looking for an explanation, this may have been due to the changing flora and fauna of the 

Israelites new homeland. According to Christian monks who lived in the Sinai in early 

Christian times, manna was available for about three to six weeks in June and July. The 

quantity depended on the rainfall of the previous winter.  It appeared on the tamarisk in 

small deposits about the size of pea. A good worker could collect about a half a kilogram 

a day, just enough to survive on. The lesson from the passage, is that when we reach the 

end of one set of resources, God makes others available. Devoted Christians have been 

able to survive under extreme circumstances with such faith.  

 



Luke 15.1-3, 11B-32  English Standard Version (ESV) 
 

The Parable of the Prodigal Son 
 

15 
1
 Now the tax collectors and sinners were all drawing near to hear him. 

2 
And the Pharisees and the scribes grumbled, saying, “This man receives 

sinners and eats with them.” 
3 
So he told them this parable:  

11 
“There was a man who had two sons. 

12 
And the younger of them said to 

his father, ‘Father, give me the share of property that is coming to me.’ And 

he divided his property between them. 
13 

Not many days later, the younger 

son gathered all he had and took a journey into a far country, and there he 

squandered his property in reckless living. 
14 

And when he had spent 

everything, a severe famine arose in that country, and he began to be in need. 
15 

So he went and hired himself out to
[a]

 one of the citizens of that country, 

who sent him into his fields to feed pigs. 
16 

And he was longing to be fed with 

the pods that the pigs ate, and no one gave him anything. 
17 

“But when he 

came to himself, he said, ‘How many of my father's hired servants have more 

than enough bread, but I perish here with hunger! 
18 

I will arise and go to my 

father, and I will say to him, “Father, I have sinned against heaven and before 

you. 
19 

I am no longer worthy to be called your son. Treat me as one of your 

hired servants.”’ 
20 

And he arose and came to his father. But while he was 

still a long way off, his father saw him and felt compassion, and ran and 

embraced him and kissed him. 
21 

And the son said to him, ‘Father, I have 

sinned against heaven and before you. I am no longer worthy to be called 

your son.’
[b]

 
22 

But the father said to his servants,
[c]

 ‘Bring quickly the best 

robe, and put it on him, and put a ring on his hand, and shoes on his feet. 
23 

And bring the fattened calf and kill it, and let us eat and celebrate. 
24 

For 

this my son was dead, and is alive again; he was lost, and is found.’ And they 

began to celebrate. 
25 

“Now his older son was in the field, and as he came and 

drew near to the house, he heard music and dancing. 
26 

And he called one of 

the servants and asked what these things meant. 
27 

And he said to him, ‘Your 

brother has come, and your father has killed the fattened calf, because he has 

received him back safe and sound.’ 
28 

But he was angry and refused to go in. 

His father came out and entreated him, 
29 

but he answered his father, ‘Look, 

these many years I have served you, and I never disobeyed your command, 

yet you never gave me a young goat, that I might celebrate with my friends. 
30 

But when this son of yours came, who has devoured your property with 

prostitutes, you killed the fattened calf for him!’ 
31 

And he said to him, ‘Son, 

you are always with me, and all that is mine is yours. 
32 

It was fitting to 

celebrate and be glad, for this your brother was dead, and is alive; he 

was lost, and is found.’” 
 

Footnotes: a. Greek joined himself to. b. some manuscripts add treat me as one of 

your hired servants. c. or bondservants. 

 



COMMENT: Both Joseph and Mary marvelled at the things spoken of Christ by 

Simeon. The things that made them marvel were that he should be “a light to 

enlighten the Gentiles,” as well as the glory of Israel; for God's goodness to the 

Gentiles was a mystery long hidden from the Jewish nation. But we happy Gentiles 

have experienced it, and some among us have found Christ to be a light to 

enlighten our darkness. Simeon blessed Joseph and Mary—and then he addressed 

Mary in particular, and prepared her for all the shame and sorrow that her Son 

should undergo; for what he had said before might have led her to think that joy 

only was to be his portion, and that all men would immediately do him honour. But 

this was not to be the case. So great would be the agonies of the Son, that a sword 

would pierce through the mother's heart. And was not the soul of Mary thus 

pierced, when she beheld her Son expiring on the cross? 

 

 

Psalm 32  Beati quorum   Grail Psalter 
 

R Rejoice, rejoice in the Lord, exult, you just! 
 

1
 Happy the man whose offence is forgiven, 

whose sin is remitted. 
2
 O happy the man to whom the Lord  

imputes no guilt, 

in whose spirit is no guile. R 
 
3
 I kept it secret and my frame was wasted. 

I groaned all day long, 

4 for night and day your hand was heavy upon me. 

Indeed my strength was dried up 

as by the summer’s heat. R 
 
5
 But now I have acknowledged my sins; 

my guilt I did not hide. 

I said: “I will confess  

my offense to the Lord.  “ 

And you, Lord, have forgiven  

the guilt of my sin. R 
 
6
 So let every good man pray to you  

in the time of need. 

The floods of water may reach high  

but him they shall not reach. 
7
 You are my hiding place, O Lord; 

you save me from distress. 

(You surround me with cries of deliverance.) R 
 

 

 



8
 I will instruct you and teach you 

the way you should go; 

I will give you counsel 

with my eye upon you. R 
 
9
 Be not like horse and mule, unintelligent,  

needing bridle and bit 

else they will not approach you. 
10 

Many sorrows has the wicked 

but he who trusts in the Lord, 

loving mercy surrounds him. R 
 
11

 Rejoice, rejoice in the Lord, 

exult, you just! 

O come, ring out your joy, 

all you upright of heart. 

R Rejoice, rejoice in the Lord, exult, you just! 
 

Glory be to the Father and to the Son  

and to the Holy Spirit,  

As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be,  

world without end. Amen.  
 

COMMENT: This is a witness to the assurance of God’s forgiveness for the penitent 

soul. It acknowledges both the universal sinfulness of humanity and the prevenient 

mercy or grace of God (a grace that precedes even our willingness to repent or confess). 

NOTE: The term “prevenient grace  “ refers to a universal grace, which precedes and 

enables the first stirrings of a good will or inclination toward God – he leads us to 

himself – we need to follow that lead. The doctrine of prevenient grace can lead on to 

Calvanism (from John Calvin 1509-1564) – which states that we are dead in sin and 

cannot save ourselves, and only those whom God chooses come to faith through that 

grace. However it can be equally argued that “whosoever will may come” 

(Arminianism from Jacobus Arminius [1560–1609]) as in Acts 2:21; “And it shall 

come to pass, that whosoever shall call on the name of the Lord shall be saved”. Other 

texts carry a similar call; Joel 2:32, and Revelation 22:17. 
 

Post Communion 
Lord God, whose blessed Son our Saviour gave his back to the smiters and 

did not hide his face from shame: give us grace to endure the sufferings of 

this present time with sure confidence in the glory that shall be revealed; 

through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen 
 

Blessing 

Christ give you grace to grow in holiness, to deny yourselves, take up your 

cross, and follow him; and the blessing of God Almighty, the Father, the 

Son, and the Holy Spirit, be with you and remain with you always. Amen. 


