
 

Sunday 31
st
 March 2019 
 

Mothering Sunday 
 

Fourth Sunday in Lent 
 

Purple 

 
 

Collect 

God of compassion, whose Son Jesus Christ, the child of Mary, 

shared the life of a home in Nazareth, and on the cross drew the 

whole human family to himself: strengthen us in our daily living that 

in joy and in sorrow we may know the power of your presence to 

bind together and to heal; through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord, 

who is alive and reigns with you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one 

God, now and for ever.  Amen  

 

1 Samuel 1:20-28 English Standard Version (ESV) 
 

Samuel Given to the LORD 
 

120 
And in due time Hannah conceived and bore a son, and she called 

his name Samuel, for she said, “I have asked for him from the 

LORD.”
[a] 21 

The man Elkanah and all his house went up to offer to 

the LORD the yearly sacrifice and to pay his vow. 
22 

But Hannah did 

not go up, for she said to her husband, “As soon as the child is 

weaned, I will bring him, so that he may appear in the presence of 

the LORD and dwell there forever.” 
23 

Elkanah her husband said to 

her, “Do what seems best to you; wait until you have weaned him; 

only, may the LORD establish his word.” So the woman remained and 

nursed her son until she weaned him. 
24 

And when she had weaned 

him, she took him up with her, along with a three-year-old bull,
[b]

 an 

ephah
[c]

 of flour, and a skin of wine, and she brought him to the 

house of the LORD at Shiloh. And the child was young. 
25 

Then they 

slaughtered the bull, and they brought the child to Eli. 
26 

And she 

said, “Oh, my lord! As you live, my lord, I am the woman who was 

standing here in your presence, praying to the LORD. 
27 

For this child 



I prayed, and the LORD has granted me my petition that I made to 

him. 
28 

Therefore I have lent him to the LORD. As long as he lives, he 

is lent to the LORD.”  And he worshiped the LORD there. 
 

Footnotes: a. Samuel sounds like the Hebrew for heard of God. b. Dead Sea 

Scroll, Septuagint, Syriac; Masoretic Text three bulls. c. An ephah was about 3/5 

bushel or 22 litres. 
 

COMMENT: Hanna didn’t have any children. Her husband ended 

up taking another wife at the same time and had children with her but 

Hanna suffering so much because of it so she called upon the Lord, 

verse 11, ‘And she made a vow, saying, “O LORD Almighty, if you 

will only look upon your servant's misery and remember me, and not 

forget your servant but give her a son, then I will give him to the 

LORD for all the days of his life... (2 Samuel 1:11).”’ Notice that 

Hanna ‘gave Samuel over to the Lord’ - as a faithful believer she 

delivered on her promise. So we should not take our covenants, our 

vows, our promises, lightly when they are made to (or before) the 

LORD because we will be held accountable to them. God is faithful 

to his promises (Romans 3:3,4), and as our Father we can rely on His 

covenant promises, but can he rely upon ours? 

 

Luke 2:33-35 English Standard Version (ESV) 
 

Jesus Presented at the Temple 
 

2 33 
And his father and his mother marvelled at what was said about 

him. 
34 

And Simeon blessed them and said to Mary his mother, 

“Behold, this child is appointed for the fall and rising of many in 

Israel, and for a sign that is opposed 
35 

(and a sword will pierce 

through your own soul also), so that thoughts from many hearts may 

be revealed.” 

 

COMMENT: Both Joseph and Mary marvelled at the things spoken 

of Christ by Simeon. The things that made them marvel were that he 

should be “a light to enlighten the Gentiles,” as well as the glory of 

Israel; for God's goodness to the Gentiles was a mystery long hidden 

from the Jewish nation. But we happy Gentiles have experienced it, 

and some among us have found Christ to be a light to enlighten our 

darkness. Simeon blessed Joseph and Mary—and then he addressed 

Mary in particular, and prepared her for all the shame and sorrow 

that her Son should undergo; for what he had said before might have 



led her to think that joy only was to be his portion, and that all men 

would immediately do him honour. But this was not to be the case. 

So great would be the agonies of the Son, that a sword would pierce 

through the mother's heart. And was not the soul of Mary thus 

pierced, when she beheld her Son expiring on the cross? 

 

Psalm 127  Nisi Dominus  Grail Psalter 
 

R  May the Lord build our house and watch over our city. 
 
1
  A Song of Ascents. Of Solomon. 

 

If the Lord does not build the house, 

in vain do its builders labour; 

if the Lord does not watch over the city, 

in vain does the watchman keep vigil. R 
 
2 In vain is your earlier rising, 

your going later to rest, 

you who toil for the bread you eat, 

when he pours gifts on his beloved while they slumber. R 
 
3 Truly sons are a gift from the Lord, 

a blessing, the fruit of the womb. 
4 Indeed the sons of youth 

are like arrows in the hand of a warrior. R 
 
5 O the happiness of the man 

who has filled his quiver with these arrows! 

He will have no cause for shame 

when he disputes with his foes in the gateways. R 
 

Glory be to the Father and to the Son  

and to the Holy Spirit,  

As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be,  

world without end. Amen.   
 

COMMENT: This is one of the Songs of Ascent believed to have 

been sung by pilgrims approaching the temple for great festivals.  It 

celebrates the virtues of strong family life as the basis for national 

security, perhaps a lesson our political leaders could learn? 

 



 

Post Communion 
Loving God, as a mother feeds her children at the breast you feed us 

in this sacrament with the food and drink of eternal life: help us who 

have tasted your goodness to grow in grace within the household of 

faith; through Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen 

 

Blessing 

May the Lord who brought us to birth by his Spirit, strengthen us for 

the Christian life.  

May the Lord who provides for all our needs sustain us day by day. 

May the Lord whose steadfast love is constant as a mother's care, 

send us out to live and work for others.  

And the blessing of God Almighty. the Father, the Son, and the Holy 

Spirit, be with you and remain with you always. Amen. 

 

 

 

             British Summer Time begins  

     CLOCKS GO FORWARD 1 HOUR 

 


