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Collect 

Almighty God, by whose grace alone we are accepted and called to your 

service: strengthen us by your Holy Spirit and make us worthy of our 

calling; through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord, who is alive and reigns with 

you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen. 

 
Ezekiel 43:27-44:4 English Standard Version (ESV) 
 

Offerings 
 

43 
27 

When they have completed these days, then from the eighth day onward 

the priests shall offer on the altar your burnt offerings and your peace offerings, 

and I will accept you, declares the Lord GOD.” 
 

The Gate for the Prince 
 

44 
1
 Then he brought me back to the outer gate of the sanctuary, which faces 

east. And it was shut. 
2 
And the LORD said to me, “This gate shall remain shut; it 

shall not be opened, and no one shall enter by it, for the LORD, the God of Israel, 

has entered by it. Therefore it shall remain shut. 
3 
Only the prince may sit in it to 

eat bread before the LORD. He shall enter by way of the vestibule of the gate, 

and shall go out by the same way.” 
4 
Then he brought me by way of the north 

gate to the front of the temple, and I looked, and behold, the glory of the LORD 

filled the temple of the LORD. And I fell on my face.  
 

COMMENT: This passage looks forward to the restoration of Israel, in particular the 

restoration of regular Temple Worship (verse 27) following the consecration of the new 

Temple. This reveals a particular concern for Ezekiel as he was one of the Priests 

deported to Babylon. In verse 1, the Outward Sanctuary, is the court of the priests, as 

distinguished from the temple itself. This gate was reserved for the prince, to whom it 

was opened on certain days, but now as it has been sanctified by the very presence of the 

LORD entering in through that gate, it is permanently shut so that no one can defile its 

holiness. Only a prince of the house of David might sit down in the priests’ court. Note 

the word ‘prince’ is used. After Ezekiel 37:25, the term ‘king’ is not used of the Davidic 

ruler; the LORD is the King. The prince in verse 3, is given as under the name of David 

(see Ezekiel 34:24). The Jews understood this to be the Messiah. The restoration is 

complete with the glory of the LORD filling the Temple. The glory of the God of Israel 

must take possession of the new sanctuary, as, in time past, of the tabernacle and of 

Solomon‘s Temple. But it is in a different form. The glory was of old veiled in a cloud 

resting on the mercy-Seat of the ark between cherubim of carved wood A personal and 

living God enters to dwell in the sanctuary, not as a fixed dwelling place, but as a centre 



from where his power and mercy radiate freely to the very ends of the earth. It can be 

noted that no mention is made of the ark or mercy-Seat, which formed an important part 

in Solomon’s Temple. The living cherubim, the firmament and the rainbow of mercy, 

replace the cherubic figures and the golden chest. The ark, having been destroyed in 

Nebuchadnezzar’s siege, was never replaced. In its stead there was within the veil a flat 

stone on which the high priest poured the blood on the Day of Atonement. 
 

Luke 2:22-40 English Standard Version (ESV) 
 

Jesus Presented at the Temple 
 

2 
22 

And when the time came for their purification according to the Law of Moses, 

they brought him up to Jerusalem to present him to the Lord 
23 

(as it is written in the 

Law of the Lord, “Every male who first opens the womb shall be called holy to the 

Lord”) 
24 

and to offer a sacrifice according to what is said in the Law of the Lord, “a 

pair of turtledoves, or two young pigeons.” 
25 

Now there was a man in Jerusalem, 

whose name was Simeon, and this man was righteous and devout, waiting for the 

consolation of Israel, and the Holy Spirit was upon him. 
26 

And it had been revealed 

to him by the Holy Spirit that he would not see death before he had seen the Lord’s 

Christ. 
27 

And he came in the Spirit into the temple, and when the parents brought in 

the child Jesus, to do for him according to the custom of the Law, 
28 

he took him up 

in his arms and blessed God and said, 
29 

“Lord, now you are letting your servant
[a]

 

depart in peace, according to your word; 
30 

for my eyes have seen your salvation 
31 

that you have prepared in the presence of all peoples, 
32 

a light for revelation to the 

Gentiles, and for glory to your people Israel.” 
33 

And his father and his mother 

marvelled at what was said about him. 
34 

And Simeon blessed them and said to Mary 

his mother, “Behold, this child is appointed for the fall and rising of many in Israel, 

and for a sign that is opposed 
35 

(and a sword will pierce through your own soul 

also), so that thoughts from many hearts may be revealed.” 
36 

And there was a 

prophetess, Anna, the daughter of Phanuel, of the tribe of Asher. She was advanced 

in years, having lived with her husband seven years from when she was a virgin, 
37 

and then as a widow until she was eighty-four.
[b]

 She did not depart from the 

temple, worshiping with fasting and prayer night and day. 
38 

And coming up at that 

very hour she began to give thanks to God and to speak of him to all who were 

waiting for the redemption of Jerusalem. 
 

The Return to Nazareth 
 

39 
And when they had performed everything according to the Law of the Lord, 

they returned into Galilee, to their own town of Nazareth. 
40 

And the child grew 

and became strong, filled with wisdom. And the favour of God was upon him. 
 

Footnotes: a. Greek bondservant. b. or as a widow for eighty-four years. 

 

COMMENT: When the infant Jesus is brought to the temple no one really knows or 

understands that ‘the King of glory’, as described in the psalm, has come into the temple. 

Simeon and Anna have some understanding. They have prayerfully waited for ‘the 

Lord’s Messiah’ (Luke 2: 26). What actually happened at ‘the presentation of Jesus in 

the Temple’? The Mosaic Law does speak about ‘sanctification of the first born to God's 

possession’ (Exodus 13:2, 12, 15; 34:19; Numbers 3:13) but this was no longer taken 



literally, the tribe of Levi having been set aside for the LORD’s permanent possession 

instead (Numbers 8:17 following). An alternative of paying five shekels to a priest 

existed, but there was no requirement that this was paid at the Temple in Jerusalem. Luke 

anchors this story in the Law (2:22-24,39) and it appears that Joseph and Mary were 

being devout in taking up a cue from the law. Thus we read about a presentation which 

fits the circumstances of Jesus’ conception and birth: an extraordinary beginning to his 

life and magnificent welcome via angels and shepherds. What devout parents in such a 

situation would not take their child to the Temple of the Lord? It is always worth 

pondering the faithfulness of Simeon and Anna. Who among us can wait so patiently on 

the Lord for his will to be done and his word to be fulfilled? 
 

Psalm 48  Magnus Dominus Grail Psalter 
 

R  God upholds his city forever. 
 
1
 A Song. A Psalm.  Of the sons of Korah.  

 
2
 The Lord is great and worthy to be praised 

in the city of our God. 
3
 His holy mountain rises in beauty, 

the joy of all the earth. R  
 

Mount Zion, true pole of the earth, 

the Great King’s city! 
4
 God, in the midst of its citadels, 

has shown himself its stronghold. R  
 

5
 For the kings assembled together, 

together they advanced. 
6
 They saw; at once they were astounded; 

dismayed, they fled in fear. R  
 

7
 A trembling seized them there, 

like the pangs of birth. 

8 By the east wind you have destroyed 

the ships of Tarshish. R  
 

9
 As we have heard, so we have seen 

in the city of our God, 

in the city of the Lord of hosts 

which God upholds for ever. R  
 

10
 O God, we ponder your love 

within your temple. 
11

 Your praise, O God, like your name 

reaches the ends of the earth.R  
 

With justice your right hand is filled. 
12

 Mount Zion rejoices; 

the people of Judah rejoice 

at the sight of your judgments. R  



13
 Walk through Zion, walk all round it; 

count the number of its towers. 
14

 Review all its ramparts, 

examine its castles, 
R God upholds his city forever. 
 

that you may tell the next generation 
15

 that such is our God, 

our God for ever and always. 

It is he who leads us. R  
 

Glory be to the Father and to the Son  

and to the Holy Spirit,  

As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be,  

world without end. Amen.   

 
COMMENT: In the century after their return from exile in Babylon in 539 BC, the 

Jews sought to recover their national identity by rebuilding their temple and their capital 

city of Jerusalem. The monarchy had ceased to exist, but the temple priesthood replaced 

royalty as the most prominent leaders of the people. Out of this restored religious culture 

arose a fundamentally theocratic system which flowered in the elaboration of the cultus 

of temple sacrifices, the creation of psalmody and other religious literature which 

subsequently became the canon of scripture. This highly nationalistic psalm praising 

Jerusalem as the holy city of The LORD is part of that renaissance. It may well have 

been sung by pilgrims who came to Jerusalem for the sacred festivals. Many Jews, 

especially those of the Diaspora, could only afford to make this pilgrimage once in a 

lifetime. Every stone and handful of dust from the city would be sacred to them. The 

theme of this psalm is the Lord’s protection for the city itself. It is “his holy mountain” 

(verse 2). The second part of that parallelism likens Mount Zion to a mountain in the far 

north, possibly Mount Hermon, which reaches to heaven. There follows a recalling of 

history in verses 4-8. Israel had suffered from many foreign invasions. Her enemies had 

all perished but Jerusalem had remained. Worshiping in the temple, strolling through the 

streets, or marvelling at the city’s fortification brings to mind why this Jerusalem is so 

secure: The Lord loves Israel. There can be only one response to this insight: praise for 

Israel’s protector. 

 

Post Communion 

God of truth, we have seen with our eyes and touched with our hands the 

bread of life: strengthen our faith that we may grow in love for you and for 

each other; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 

Blessing 

Christ the Son of God, born of Mary, fill you with his grace to trust his 

promises and obey his will; and the blessing of God almighty, the Father, the 

Son, and the Holy Spirit, be among you, and remain with you always. 

Amen. 

 


