
Sunday 27th January 2019 
 

Epiphany 4 
 

 

Gold or  
 

 

Collect 

God our creator, who in the beginning commanded the light to shine out of 

darkness: we pray that the light of the glorious gospel of Christ may dispel 

the darkness of ignorance and unbelief, shine into the hearts of all your 

people, and reveal the knowledge of your glory in the face of Jesus Christ 

your Son our Lord, who is alive and reigns with you, in the unity of the Holy 

Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen 
 

1 Corinthians 12:12-31 English Standard Version (ESV) 
 

One Body with Many Members 
 

12 
12 

For just as the body is one and has many members, and all the members of 

the body, though many, are one body, so it is with Christ. 
13 

For in one Spirit we 

were all baptized into one body—Jews or Greeks, slaves
[a]

 or free—and all were 

made to drink of one Spirit. 
14 

For the body does not consist of one member but 

of many. 
15 

If the foot should say, “Because I am not a hand, I do not belong to 

the body,” that would not make it any less a part of the body. 
16 

And if the ear 

should say, “Because I am not an eye, I do not belong to the body,” that would 

not make it any less a part of the body. 
17 

If the whole body were an eye, where 

would be the sense of hearing? If the whole body were an ear, where would be 

the sense of smell? 
18 

But as it is, God arranged the members in the body, each 

one of them, as he chose. 
19 

If all were a single member, where would the body 

be? 
20 

As it is, there are many parts,
[b]

 yet one body. 
21 

The eye cannot say to the 

hand, “I have no need of you,” nor again the head to the feet, “I have no need of 

you.” 
22 

On the contrary, the parts of the body that seem to be weaker are 

indispensable, 
23 

and on those parts of the body that we think less honourable we 

bestow the greater honour, and our unpresentable parts are treated with greater 

modesty, 
24 

which our more presentable parts do not require. But God has so 

composed the body, giving greater honour to the part that lacked it, 
25 

that there 

may be no division in the body, but that the members may have the same care 

for one another. 
26 

If one member suffers, all suffer together; if one member is 

honoured, all rejoice together. 
27 

Now you are the body of Christ and 

individually members of it. 
28 

And God has appointed in the church first 

apostles, second prophets, third teachers, then miracles, then gifts of healing, 

helping, administrating, and various kinds of tongues. 
29 

Are all apostles? Are all 

prophets? Are all teachers? Do all work miracles? 
30 

Do all possess gifts of 



healing? Do all speak with tongues? Do all interpret? 
31 

But earnestly desire the 

higher gifts. And I will show you a still more excellent way. 
 

Footnotes: a. The Greek word doulos, is often rendered “slave.” This term, actually 

covers a range of relationships that requires a range of renderings—“slave,” 

“bondservant,” or “servant”—depending on the context. Further, the word “slave” 

currently carries associations with the often brutal and dehumanizing institution of 

slavery particularly in nineteenth-century America. For this reason, the ESV translation 

of the word doulos has been undertaken with particular attention to their meaning in each 

specific context. In New Testament times, a doulos is often best described as a 

“bondservant”—that is, someone in the Roman Empire officially bound under contract 

to serve his master for seven years (except for those in Caesar’s household in Rome who 

were contracted for fourteen years). When the contract expired, the person was freed, 

given his wage that had been saved by the master, and officially declared a freedman. 

The ESV usage thus seeks to express the most fitting nuance of meaning in each context. 

Where absolute ownership by a master is envisaged (as in Romans 6), “slave” is used; 

where a more limited form of servitude is in view, “bondservant” is used (as in 1 

Corinthians 7:21–24); where the context indicates a wide range of freedom (as in John 

4:51), “servant” is preferred. b. or members; also verse 22. 
 

COMMENT: Paul's image of the disciple community as the body of 

the risen Christ has stood the test of time. It still speaks with power to 

our generation. Of less significance for us is the list of offices and 

functions which he enumerates. His purpose in doing so is to illustrate 

how the various gifts he had found among the Corinthian disciples 

could work together harmoniously when each person fulfilled his or 

her function for the good of the whole community. He moved from 

this powerful metaphor to show how this could be done through the 

best gift of all - love. 
 

Luke 4:14-21 English Standard Version (ESV) 
 

Jesus Begins His Ministry 
 

4 
14 

And Jesus returned in the power of the Spirit to Galilee, and a report 

about him went out through all the surrounding country. 
15 

And he taught in 

their synagogues, being glorified by all. 
 

Jesus Rejected at Nazareth 
 

16 
And he came to Nazareth, where he had been brought up. And as was his 

custom, he went to the synagogue on the Sabbath day, and he stood up to read. 
17 

And the scroll of the prophet Isaiah was given to him. He unrolled the scroll 

and found the place where it was written, 
18 

“The Spirit of the Lord is upon me, 

because he has anointed me to proclaim good news to the poor. He has sent me 

to proclaim liberty to the captives and recovering of sight to the blind, to set at 

liberty those who are oppressed, 
19 

to proclaim the year of the Lord's favour.” 
20 

And he rolled up the scroll and gave it back to the attendant and sat down. 



And the eyes of all in the synagogue were fixed on him. 
21 

And he began to say 

to them, “Today this Scripture has been fulfilled in your hearing.” 
 

COMMENT: It was the custom in the Jewish synagogues of the 1st century to ask a 

visiting rabbi to teach from the scriptures. After making an initial tour of Galilee, Jesus 

went to worship on the sabbath.  He was asked to read and interpret a passage of 

scripture. Jesus chose a passage from Isaiah 61:1-2 – or it was the assigned reading for 

the day – which was to become the model for his ministry. Then he declared to the 

congregation that this prophecy was being fulfilled in their hearing. From this dominical 

mission, the present day Church Communities have discerned God’s “preferential option 

for the poor” and the cause of social justice for the most vulnerable in our society. Yet to 

interpret the message of Isaish 61 as that of Social justice will be to misread Isaiah – the 

concern reveal is about Righteousness – being right before God. 
 

Psalm 19 
 

R  Let your face shine on us, O Lord, and we shall be saved. 
 
1
 For the Choirmaster.  A Psalm of David 

 
2
 The heavens proclaim the glory of God, 

and the firmament shows forth the work of his hands. 
3
 Day unto day takes up the story 

and night unto night makes known the message. R 
 
4 
No speech, no word, no voice is heard 

5
 yet their span extends through all the earth, 

their words to the utmost bounds of the world. R 
 

There he has placed a tent for the sun; 
6
 it comes forth like a bridegroom coming from his tent, 

rejoices like a champion to run its course. R 
 
7
 At the end of the sky is the rising of the sun; 

to the furthest end of the sky is its course. 

There is nothing concealed from its burning heat. R 
 

[
8
 The law of the Lord is perfect, 

it revives the soul. 

The rule of the Lord is to be trusted, 

it gives wisdom to the simple. R 
 
9
 The precepts of the Lord are right, 

they gladden the heart. 

The command of the Lord is clear, 

it gives light to the eyes. R 
 
10

 The fear of the Lord is holy, 

abiding for ever. 

The decrees of the Lord are truth 

and all of them just. R 
 



11
 They are more to be desired than gold, 

than the purest of gold 

and sweeter are they than honey, 

than honey from the comb. 

R  Let your face shine on us, O Lord, and we shall be saved. 
 
12

 So in them your servant finds instruction; 

great reward is in their keeping. 
13

 But who can detect all his errors? 

From hidden faults acquit me. R 
 
14 

From presumption restrain your servant 

and let it not rule me. 

Then shall I be blameless, 

clean from grave sin. R 
 
15

 May the spoken words of my mouth, 

the thoughts of my heart, 

win favour in your sight, O Lord, 

my rescuer, my rock! Rgggg[] ]] 
 

Glory be to the Father and to the Son  

and to the Holy Spirit,  

As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be,  

world without end. Amen.  
 

COMMENT: This originally existed as two separate psalms, but were combined as 

one in an exquisite poem celebrating the wonder of God’s creation and the spiritual 

value of personal devotion to God and obedience to God’s law. 
 

Short Preface  

And now we give you thanks because, in the incarnation of the Word, a new 

light has dawned upon the world, that all the nations may be brought out of 

darkness to see the radiance of your glory.  
 

Post Communion 

Generous Lord, in word and Eucharist we have proclaimed the mystery of 

your love: help us so to live out our days that we may be signs of your 

wonders in the world; through Jesus Christ our Saviour. Amen 
 

Blessing 

Christ the Son of God perfect in you the image of his glory and gladden your 

hearts with the good news of his kingdom; and the blessing of God almighty, 

the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, be among you, and remain with you 

always. Amen. 

 


