
Sunday 11th November 2018

3rd Sunday before Advent

Red or Green

Collect
Almighty Father, whose will is to restore all things in your beloved Son,
the King of all: govern the hearts and minds of those in authority, and bring
the families of the nations, divided and torn apart by the ravages of sin, to
be subject to his just and gentle rule; who is alive and reigns with you, in
the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen

Hebrews 9:24-28 English Standard Version (ESV)

Redemption through the blood of Christ

9 24 For Christ has entered, not into holy places made with hands, which are
copies of the true things, but into heaven itself, now to appear in the
presence of God on our behalf. 25 Nor was it to offer himself repeatedly, as
the high priest enters the holy places every year with blood not his own,
26 for then he would have had to suffer repeatedly since the foundation of
the world. But as it is, he has appeared once for all at the end of the ages to
put away sin by the sacrifice of himself. 27 And just as it is appointed for
man to die once, and after that comes judgment, 28 so Christ, having been
offered once to bear the sins of many, will appear a second time, not to deal
with sin but to save those who are eagerly waiting for him.

COMMENT: Like so much else in the Letter to the Hebrews, this passage
exhibits an extensive knowledge of Jewish sacrificial practice. The liturgy of the
Day of Atonement is the central focus here. This was the one occasion in the
whole year that the chief priest could enter the holy of holies, the most sacred
shrine of Israel symbolic of the invisible presence of the LORD. There he would
perform three distinct sacrificial acts to atone for sin. The first rite used smoking
coals to cense the shrine so that the high priest himself might be safe from the
divine mystery. After prayer in the nave of the temple, the high priest returned to
the holy of holies to sprinkle the blood of a slain bull as atonement for all the
priests. Finally, after slaughtering a scapegoat chosen by lot from one of two
victims, the high priest entered the inner shrine a third time to offer its blood on
behalf of the people. The second scapegoat was then driven out of the temple and
city into the wilderness with a red ribbon tied around its neck. When it was
pushed over a cliff to its death, a similar red ribbon on the door of the sanctuary
turned white as a sign that the sins of the people were forgiven. Reiterating the



supremacy of Christ as the only true mediator between God and humanity, this
passage points out how Christian faith and practice differs from the Hebrew
sacrificial tradition. Instead of repeated offerings, the one all-sufficient sacrifice
of Christ on the cross had eternal effectiveness. The writer enumerates the
differences: (1) The sanctuary Christ entered was heaven itself (i.e. the real
presence of God), not a temple built with human hands which supposedly was a
copy of the heavenly dwelling of God (verse 24). (2) He did not offer himself
again and again, as in the annual ritual, nor year after year, as did the high priest
(verse 25). (3) He offered a single sacrifice, once for all (verse 26). (4) Having
died once bearing the sins of all people, as all mortals die who then face
judgment, he will return, not to judge sin, but to save those who in faith eagerly
await him (verses 27-28). For Christians, Jesus is the Messiah/Christ. He came,
lived and died, as do all humans. But his death was different. Not only did he
sacrifice himself to atone for the sins of all people, he will come again to bring
them to eternal life in the presence of the eternal God. As Messiah/Christ, he is
both high priest and victim, and as such his death on the cross is the divinely
appointed means of atonement between God and humanity. There is only one
thing more for the author to add. It is by faith in what Christ has done by his all-
sufficient sacrifice that Christians must live and die. It is this final thought that
occupies him for the remainder of the letter.

Mark 1:14-20 English Standard Version (ESV)

Jesus Begins His Ministry

114 Now after John was arrested, Jesus came into Galilee, proclaiming the
gospel of God, 15 and saying, “The time is fulfilled, and the kingdom of
God is at hand;[a] repent and believe in the gospel.”
Jesus Calls the First Disciples
16 Passing alongside the Sea of Galilee, he saw Simon and Andrew the
brother of Simon casting a net into the sea, for they were fishermen. 17 And
Jesus said to them, “Follow me, and I will make you become fishers of
men.”[b] 18 And immediately they left their nets and followed him. 19 And
going on a little farther, he saw James the son of Zebedee and John his
brother, who were in their boat mending the nets. 20 And immediately he
called them, and they left their father Zebedee in the boat with the hired
servants and followed him.

Footnotes: a. or the kingdom of God has come near. b. the Greek word anthropoi
refers here to both men and women.

COMMENT: After John the Baptist had been imprisoned by Herod Antipas.
Jesus immediately took his place preaching repentance and the good news of
God’s salvation (1:14). The calling of the four fishermen occurred entirely on
Jesus’ initiative, not as John appears to say (John 1:35-51), due to of their



curiosity. This was in keeping with Mark’s presentation of Jesus’ Messiahship
being hidden until Peter’s declaration toward the end of Jesus’ ministry (Mark
8:27-33). However when they were called, the disciples’ response was
immediate. The telling of the story of this response has succeeded remarkably in
encouraging faith and to set an example for others to follow. Witness the
frequency with which the story has been used in evangelical preaching and
hymnody. In telling of their call in this way, Mark appears to be saying that these
fishermen are typical of ordinary folk who have responded to the call of God, not
church officials as the later institution regarded them. As ordinary believers, they
did not hesitate at all when Jesus invited them to follow him and “fish for
people.” Is this not often the case with discipleship? We begin with immediate
enthusiastic acceptance of the invitation. Subsequent experience knocks that out
of us very quickly. The inspiration of the moment is easily stifled and a sense of
spiritual boredom soon overwhelms us. (cf. The parable of the sower and seed;
Mark 4:3-9.) Compare also a modern instance, of all the thousands who over the
past half century responded to Billy Graham’s altar calls. How many have
maintained their initial commitment? By introducing the four disciples this early
in his narrative, Mark is setting up just such a situation to teach his audience how
difficult discipleship really is when lived out in the real world with only faith to
carry them. Remember too, that Mark wrote in the AD 60s or early AD 70s
when Christian discipleship had become exceedingly costly in Rome, for both
Jews and Gentiles. The gospel may well have been written soon after the deaths
of both Peter and Paul during Emperor Nero’s persecution. He blamed the
Christians for burning the city, a crime of which he himself was guilty. If Mark
wrote after the destruction of Jerusalem in AD 70, Jews would also have been in
grave danger. At such times who would have been willing to don the shoes of the
four fishermen, humble Jews from Galilee?

Psalm 62:6-13 Verumtamen Deo  Grail Psalter

R In God is my safety and glory.
6 In God alone be at rest, my soul;
for my hope comes from him.
7 He alone is my rock, my stronghold,
my fortress: I stand firm. R
8 In God is my safety and glory,
the rock of my strength.
9 Take refuge in God, all you people.
Trust him at all times.
Pour out your hearts before him
for God is our refuge. R



10 Common folk are only a breath,
great men an illusion.
Placed in the scales, they rise;
they weigh less than a breath. R
11 Do not put your trust in oppression
nor vain hopes on plunder.
Do not set your heart on riches
even when they increase. R
12 For God has said only one thing:
only two do I know:
that to God alone belongs power
13 and to you, Lord, love;
and that you repay each man
according to his deeds. R

Glory be to the Father and to the Son
and to the Holy Spirit,
As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be,
world without end. Amen.

COMMENT: The only explanation for beginning the reading of this psalm at
verse 5 is that, according to scholars, it had become corrupted in some way
during transmission; its original beginning lost and replaced by a repetition of
verses 5-6 as verses 1-2. The poem has some relationship with the vocabulary
and mood of Ecclesiastes and the later Wisdom literature of the Intertestamental
period. This is especially noticeable in verse 9. At the same time, it also
expresses a sincere confidence in God using traditional phrases of the Psalter
such as “my rock and my salvation”; “my fortress” and “a refuge”. The psalm
points to the elements of universal justice (verses 9-10) and compassion based on
the psalmist’s confident trust in God’s steadfast love (verses 11-12).

Post Communion
God of peace, whose Son Jesus Christ proclaimed the kingdom and
restored the broken to wholeness of life: look with compassion on the
anguish of the world, and by your healing power make whole both people
and nations; through our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ. Amen

The Blessing
Christ our King make you faithful and strong to do his will, that you may
reign with him in glory; and the blessing of God almighty, the Father, the
Son, and the Holy Spirit, be among you, and remain with you always.
Amen.


