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Collect
God, the giver of life, whose Holy Spirit wells up within your
Church: by the Spirit’s gifts equip us to live the gospel of Christ and
make us eager to do your will, that we may share with the whole
creation the joys of eternal life; through Jesus Christ your Son our
Lord, who is alive and reigns with you, in the unity of the Holy
Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen

Hebrews 4:12-16 English Standard Version (ESV)

The Word of God

4 12 For the word of God is living and active, sharper than any two-
edged sword, piercing to the division of soul and of spirit, of joints
and of marrow, and discerning the thoughts and intentions of the
heart. 13 And no creature is hidden from his sight, but all are naked
and exposed to the eyes of him to whom we must give account.

Jesus the Great High Priest
14 Since then we have a great high priest who has passed through the
heavens, Jesus, the Son of God, let us hold fast our confession. 15 For
we do not have a high priest who is unable to sympathize with our
weaknesses, but one who in every respect has been tempted as we
are, yet without sin. 16 Let us then with confidence draw near to the
throne of grace, that we may receive mercy and find grace to help in
time of need.

COMMENT: Hebrews 4:12-16 falls into two parts. Verses 12-13 in their
context form a postscript to the argument of 3:7 - 4:11, providing extra
motivation for the exhortation of 4:11. However, the two parts also make
sense on their own, and verse 12 is widely quoted by itself. Verses 14-16
begin a section that spans all the way through chapter 10, focusing on Jesus
as high priest. The verses here can well be termed a thesis for the larger



section, presenting the key ideas about Jesus as high priest and stating the
exhortation the author sees resulting from these ideas. The phrase "the word
of God" in verse 12 is not a direct reference to written scripture but refers
to God's active proclamation and revelation. God's active speaking was an
important part of the argument of Hebrews 3:7 - 4:11, and that active sense
carries through to here. Scripture is certainly included in the reference, as
the quote of Psalm 95 in chapter 3 indicates, but "the word of God" is not
merely a designation for scripture.

Mark 10:17-31 English Standard Version (ESV)

The Rich Young Man

10 17 And as he was setting out on his journey, a man ran up and knelt
before him and asked him, “Good Teacher, what must I do to inherit
eternal life?” 18 And Jesus said to him, “Why do you call me good? No
one is good except God alone. 19 You know the commandments: ‘Do
not murder, Do not commit adultery, Do not steal, Do not bear false
witness, Do not defraud, Honor your father and mother.’” 20 And he
said to him, “Teacher, all these I have kept from my youth.” 21 And
Jesus, looking at him, loved him, and said to him, “You lack one
thing: go, sell all that you have and give to the poor, and you will have
treasure in heaven; and come, follow me.” 22 Disheartened by the
saying, he went away sorrowful, for he had great possessions. 23 And
Jesus looked around and said to his disciples, “How difficult it will be
for those who have wealth to enter the kingdom of God!” 24 And the
disciples were amazed at his words. But Jesus said to them again,
“Children, how difficult it is[a] to enter the kingdom of God! 25 It is
easier for a camel to go through the eye of a needle than for a rich
person to enter the kingdom of God.” 26 And they were exceedingly
astonished, and said to him[b], “Then who can be saved?” 27 Jesus
looked at them and said, “With man it is impossible, but not with God.
For all things are possible with God.” 28 Peter began to say to him,
“See, we have left everything and followed you.” 29 Jesus said, “Truly,
I say to you, there is no one who has left house or brothers or sisters or
mother or father or children or lands, for my sake and for the gospel,
30 who will not receive a hundredfold now in this time, houses and
brothers and sisters and mothers and children and lands, with
persecutions, and in the age to come eternal life. 31 But many who are
first will be last, and the last first.”
Footnotes: a. Some manuscripts add for those who trust in riches b. Some
manuscripts to one another



COMMENT:  This passage may be difficult for us to hear in our consumer
age where wealth and possessions matter so much. The questioner who
accosted Jesus as he set out on a journey had led an exemplary moral life
and had an earnest desire for a more meaningful spiritual life. But he lacked
one thing: the inability to separate himself from his great wealth. Jesus used
the opportunity to explain to his disciples why wealth was such a stumbling
block and promised that those who were faithful would be rewarded for
whatever sacrifice they made.

Psalm 22:1-16 Deus, Deus meus Grail Psalter

RWe saw him despised by men, a man of sorrows and acquainted with grief.
1 For the Choirmaster.  In the manner of “The Doe at Daybreak. “ A Psalm of David
2 My God, my God, why have you forsaken me?
You are far from my plea and the cry of my distress.
3 O my God, I call by day and you give no reply;
I call by night and I find no peace. R
4 Yet you, O God, are holy,
enthroned on the praises of Israel.
5 In you our fathers put their trust;
they trusted and you set them free.
6 When they cried to you, they escaped.
In you they trusted and never in vain. R
7 But I am a worm and no man,
scorned by men, despised by the people.
8 All who see me deride me.
They curl their lips, they toss their heads.
9 “He trusted in the Lord, let him save him;
let him release him if this is his friend.” R

10 Yes, it was you who took me from the womb,
entrusted me to my mother’s breast.
11 To you I was committed from my birth,
from my mother’s womb you have been my God.
12 Do not leave me alone in my distress;
Come close, there is none else to help. R
13 Many bulls have surrounded me,
fierce bulls of Bashan close me in.
14 Against me they open wide their jaws,
like lions, rending and roaring. R



15 Like water I am poured out,
disjointed are all my bones.
My heart has become like wax,
it is melted within my breast.
RWe saw him despised by men, a man of sorrows and acquainted with grief.
16 Parched as burnt clay is my throat,
my tongue cleaves to my jaws. R

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son :
and to the Holy Ghost;
as it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be :
world without end.  Amen.

COMMENT: This psalm expresses intensely the longing for
deliverance from suffering. It also became a model for the
crucifixion story in Christian tradition. Many of the details of that
narrative were taken directly from this psalm – e.g. verses 2 and 8.

Post Communion
God our Father, whose Son, the light unfailing, has come from
heaven to deliver the world from the darkness of ignorance: let these
holy mysteries open the eyes of our understanding that we may know
the way of life, and walk in it without stumbling; through Jesus
Christ our Lord. Amen

The Blessing
The peace of God, which passes all understanding, keep your hearts
and minds in the knowledge and love of God, and of his Son Jesus
Christ our Lord; and the blessing of God almighty, the Father, the
Son, and the Holy Spirit, be among you, and remain with you always.
Amen.


