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Collect
Almighty God, who called your Church to bear witness that you were in Christ
reconciling the world to yourself: help us to proclaim the good news of your love, that
all who hear it may be drawn to you; through him who was lifted up on the cross, and
reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen

1 Kings 8:[1,6,10-11] 22-30,41-43 English Standard Version (ESV)

The Ark Brought into the Temple

8 [1 Then Solomon assembled the elders of Israel and all the heads of the tribes, the
leaders of the fathers’ houses of the people of Israel, before King Solomon in
Jerusalem, to bring up the ark of the covenant of the LORD out of the city of David,
which is Zion.
6 Then the priests brought the ark of the covenant of the LORD to its place in the inner
sanctuary of the house, in the Most Holy Place, underneath the wings of the cherubim.
7 For the cherubim spread out their wings over the place of the ark, so that the cherubim
overshadowed the ark and its poles. 10 And when the priests came out of the Holy Place, a
cloud filled the house of the LORD, 11 so that the priests could not stand to minister because
of the cloud, for the glory of the LORD filled the house of the LORD.]

Solomon’s Prayer of Dedication
22 Then Solomon stood before the altar of the LORD in the presence of all the assembly of
Israel and spread out his hands toward heaven, 23 and said, “O LORD, God of Israel, there
is no God like you, in heaven above or on earth beneath, keeping covenant and showing
steadfast love to your servants who walk before you with all their heart; 24 you have kept
with your servant David my father what you declared to him. You spoke with your mouth,
and with your hand have fulfilled it this day. 25 Now therefore, O LORD, God of Israel,
keep for your servant David my father what you have promised him, saying, ‘You shall
not lack a man to sit before me on the throne of Israel, if only your sons pay close attention
to their way, to walk before me as you have walked before me.’ 26 Now therefore, O God
of Israel, let your word be confirmed, which you have spoken to your servant David my
father. 27 “But will God indeed dwell on the earth? Behold, heaven and the highest heaven
cannot contain you; how much less this house that I have built! 28 Yet have regard to
the prayer of your servant and to his plea, O LORD my God, listening to the cry and to the
prayer that your servant prays before you this day, 29 that your eyes may be open night and
day toward this house, the place of which you have said, ‘My name shall be there,’ that
you may listen to the prayer that your servant offers toward this place. 30 And listen to the
plea of your servant and of your people Israel, when they pray toward this place. And
listen in heaven your dwelling place, and when you hear, forgive.
41 “Likewise, when a foreigner, who is not of your people Israel, comes from a far
country for your name’s sake 42 (for they shall hear of your great name and your



mighty hand, and of your outstretched arm), when he comes and prays toward this
house, 43 hear in heaven your dwelling place and do according to all for which the
foreigner calls to you, in order that all the peoples of the earth may know your name
and fear you, as do your people Israel, and that they may know that this house that I
have built is called by your name.

COMMENT: About 950 BC Solomon succeeded in building the temple in Jerusalem where
his father, David, had failed. 1 Kings 5-8 gives the whole story of the building of Solomon’s
palace and the temple with the help of King Hiram of Tyre. That gives us a clue to the design
of the two structures, especially that of the temple. Research reported in the Biblical
Archaeological Review (May/June 2000) stated that the discovery of a temple at Ain Dara in
northern Syria “has more in common with the Jerusalem temple described in the Book of
Kings than any other known building.” Close by was a royal palace as was Solomon’s.  Tyre
was a Phoenician city from which Solomon enlisted many artisans for his enterprise. It would
appear that this was the model for the Jerusalem temple rather than any other source such as
an earlier Canaanite or purely Israelite design. This passage gives the conclusion to the story
as recalled from centuries old traditions and perhaps some surviving chronicles in the late 7th

Century BC when Josiah centralized all worship in the temple in Jerusalem. In the post-exilic
period, when the temple was being rebuilt, additions to the text were made. Solomon’s prayer
at the dedication of the temple is an exceptionally creative act of worship presumed to have
been recited by Solomon at the dedication of the temple. The original dedication may have
been in the form of a song recorded in an ancient saga which the Pre-Christian Greek
translation states was in the Book of Jasher. The first part of Solomon’s prayer (vss. 22-30)
emphasized the Davidic succession as a crucial element of the covenant between the LORD

and Israel. The temple was but one more artifact symbolizing this covenant relationship
which gave all Israelites both the privilege of approaching the LORD in prayer and the
responsibility of keeping the covenant law. However, according to this prayer, the temple
also had a missionary function. Verses 41- 43 point to this role for the foreigner who came to
Jerusalem, recognized the temple as a symbol of the God of Israel, and joined in Israel’s
reverence for the LORD’s sacred name and the covenantal faith.

John 6:56-69 English Standard Version (ESV)

The Bread of Life.

6 56 Whoever feeds on my flesh and drinks my blood abides in me, and I in
him.57 As the living Father sent me, and I live because of the Father, so whoever feeds
on me, he also will live because of me. 58 This is the bread that came down from
heaven, not like the bread[a] the fathers ate, and died. Whoever feeds on this bread will
live forever.” 59 Jesus[b] said these things in the synagogue, as he taught at Capernaum.

The Words of Eternal Life.
60 When many of his disciples heard it, they said, “This is a hard saying; who can listen
to it?” 61 But Jesus, knowing in himself that his disciples were grumbling about this, said
to them, “Do you take offense at this? 62 Then what if you were to see the Son of
Man ascending to where he was before? 63 It is the Spirit who gives life; the flesh is no
help at all. The words that I have spoken to you are spirit and life. 64 But there are some
of you who do not believe.” (For Jesus knew from the beginning who those were who
did not believe, and who it was who would betray him.) 65 And he said, “This is why I



told you that no one can come to me unless it is granted him by the Father.” 66 After this
many of his disciples turned back and no longer walked with him.67 So Jesus said to the
Twelve, “Do you want to go away as well?” 68 Simon Peter answered him, “Lord, to
whom shall we go? You have the words of eternal life, 69 and we have believed, and
have come to know, that you are the Holy One of God.”

Footnotes: a. Greek lacks the bread. b. Greek He.

COMMENT: The basic issue in this whole discourse and the dialogue with the Jews that
runs through it was about the person of Jesus Christ. Who was Jesus for the Christians at
the end of the 1st century? Who is he for us today? Again, it was Peter who responded, so
the tradition about Peter’s primacy must have been well fixed even at that early date. The
term “Holy One of God” was a messianic euphemism. In the Old Testament, “the Holy
One of Israel” referred only to the LORD, especially in Isaiah and Second Isaiah. In the
New Testament the same term referred to the Messiah (Mark 1:24; Acts 3:14; 1 John
2:20). Jesus’ discourse on the nature of the spiritual life he offered to all who believed so
challenged many that they turned away. Would his disciples also leave him (an option he
freely gave them)? Peter answered for the rest in a striking confession of faith. John added
to his account of this incident his disregard for Judas Iscariot, the one who betrayed Jesus.
Undoubtedly many in John’s time also faced a similar challenge through persecution, as to
whether to follow or betray Jesus by their daily actions. Do we betray Jesus in our lives?

Psalm 84 Quam dilecta!

R How lovely is your dwelling-place, Lord, God of hosts.
1 For the Choirmaster. Upon the gittith.  Of the sons of Korah. A Psalm.
2 How lovely is your dwelling place,
Lord, God of hosts. R
3 My soul is longing and yearning,
is yearning for the courts of the Lord.
My heart and my soul ring out their joy
to God, the living God. R
4 The sparrow herself finds a home
and the swallow a nest for her brood;
she lays her young by your altars,
Lord of hosts, my king and my God. R
5 They are happy, who dwell in your house,
for ever singing your praise.
6 They are happy, whose strength is in you,
in whose hearts are the roads to Zion. R
7 As they go through the Bitter Valley
they make it a place of springs
(the autumn rain covers it with blessings).
8 They walk with ever growing strength,
they will see the God of gods in Zion. R



9 O Lord God of hosts, hear my prayer,
give ear, O God of Jacob.
10 Turn your eyes, O God, our shield,
look on the face of your anointed.
R How lovely is your dwelling-place, Lord, God of hosts.
11 One day within your courts
is better than a thousand elsewhere.
The threshold of the house of God
I prefer to the dwellings of the wicked. R
12 For the Lord God is a rampart, a shield;
he will give us his favour and glory.
The Lord will not refuse any good
to those who walk without blame. R
13 Lord, God of hosts,
happy the man who trusts in you! R

Glory be to the Father and to the Son
and to the Holy Spirit,
As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be,
world without end. Amen.

COMMENT: This psalm celebrated the significance of the temple for the individual
worshiper. Obviously, the psalmist was very familiar with the temple, he saw even the
sparrows that nested in various crannies of the building and likened them to those worshipers
who frequented the sacred precincts (verse 4). He also knew the traditions about Israel’s
history, referring to the valley of Baca (translated in the Grail as ‘bitter’) as a place where the
LORD refreshed the Israelites. The name Baca is a variety of gum-producing “balsam trees.”
No valley of that name has been found, but the reference may be to the valley of Rephaim, a
rich agricultural area near Jerusalem mentioned in several Old Testament passages. The
psalmist’s attention, however, focused on Zion and the LORD’s presence in the temple. There
he had been a functionary who held his role in high regard (verse 10). He saw this as
representative of every worshiper who sought the LORD’s blessing in keeping the covenant
in both its liturgical and its moral expression (verses 10-11). “This is our faith,” he seemed to
say in his closing burst of praise.

Post Communion
God our creator, you feed your children with the true manna, the living bread from
heaven: let this holy food sustain us through our earthly pilgrimage until we come to
that place where  hunger and thirst are no more; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen

Blessing
The God of all grace, who called you to his eternal glory in Christ Jesus, establish,
strengthen and settle you in the faith; and the blessing of God almighty, the Father,
the Son, and the Holy Spirit, be among you, and remain with you always. Amen.


