
Thursday 29th March 2018

Maundy Thursday
Red

Collect
God our Father, you have invited us to share in the supper which your
Son gave to his Church to proclaim his death until he comes: may he
nourish us by his presence, and unite us in his love; who is alive and
reigns with you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for
ever. Amen

1 Corinthians 11:23-26, 31b-35 English Standard Version (ESV)

The Lord’s Supper

11 23 For I received from the Lord what I also delivered to you, that the
Lord Jesus on the night when he was betrayed took bread, 24 and when he
had given thanks, he broke it, and said, “This is my body which is for[a] you.
Do this in remembrance of me.”[b] 25 In the same way also he took the cup,
after supper, saying, “This cup is the new covenant in my blood. Do this, as
often as you drink it, in remembrance of me.” 26 For as often as you eat this
bread and drink the cup, you proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes.
Footnotes: a. Some manuscripts broken for b. or as my memorial; also verse 25.

COMMENT: This recorded statement about the institution of the Sacrament
of the Lord’s Supper differs a little from the reports in the gospels, yet shares
the same outline. It was written at least 10 years before the first Gospel.
Paul’s puts emphasis on the memorial aspect of the elements and the action
while the gospels make an eschatological emphasis related to the coming of
the kingdom. For Paul too, the celebration brings us into direct relationship
with the risen Christ.

John 13:1-17, 31b-25 English Standard Version (ESV)

Jesus Washes the Disciples’ Feet

13 1 Now before the Feast of the Passover, when Jesus knew that his hour had
come to depart out of this world to the Father, having loved his own who were
in the world, he loved them to the end. 2 During supper, when the devil had
already put it into the heart of Judas Iscariot, Simon’s son, to betray him,
3 Jesus, knowing that the Father had given all things into his hands, and that he
had come from God and was going back to God, 4 rose from supper. He laid



aside his outer garments, and taking a towel, tied it around his waist. 5 Then he
poured water into a basin and began to wash the disciples’ feet and to wipe
them with the towel that was wrapped around him. 6 He came to Simon Peter,
who said to him, “Lord, do you wash my feet?” 7 Jesus answered him, “What I
am doing you do not understand now, but afterward you will understand.”
8 Peter said to him, “You shall never wash my feet.” Jesus answered him, “If I
do not wash you, you have no share with me.” 9 Simon Peter said to him,
“Lord, not my feet only but also my hands and my head!” 10 Jesus said to him,
“The one who has bathed does not need to wash, except for his feet,[a] but is
completely clean. And you[b] are clean, but not every one of you.” 11 For he
knew who was to betray him; that was why he said, “Not all of you are clean.”
12 When he had washed their feet and put on his outer garments and resumed
his place, he said to them, “Do you understand what I have done to you?
13 You call me Teacher and Lord, and you are right, for so I am. 14 If I then,
your Lord and Teacher, have washed your feet, you also ought to wash one
another’s feet. 15 For I have given you an example, that you also should do just
as I have done to you. 16 Truly, truly, I say to you, a servant[c] is not greater
than his master, nor is a messenger greater than the one who sent him. 17 If you
know these things, blessed are you if you do them.

A New Commandment
31b Jesus said, “Now is the Son of Man glorified, and God is glorified in him.
32 If God is glorified in him, God will also glorify him in himself, and glorify
him at once. 33 Little children, yet a little while I am with you. You will seek
me, and just as I said to the Jews, so now I also say to you, ‘Where I am going
you cannot come.’ 34 A new commandment I give to you, that you love one
another: just as I have loved you, you also are to love one another. 35 By this all
people will know that you are my disciples, if you have love for one another.”
Footnotes: a. Some manuscripts omit except for his feet. b. The Greek words for you
in this verse are plural. c. Greek bondservant.

COMMENT: In this Gospel, the supper that Jesus shares with his disciples is not
the Passover meal as it is in the Synoptic Gospels (Matthew 26:17-25; Mark
14:12-25; Luke 22:7-13). In this Gospel, Jesus will die on the Day of Preparation
for the Passover (19:31) at the time that the Passover sacrifices begin in the
temple. In this Gospel, Jesus is the lamb –– the Paschal Lamb –– the Passover
Lamb –– “the Lamb of God, who takes away the sin of the world” (1:29). As for
Judas the fact that the devil has chosen to tempt Judas does not relieve Judas of
responsibility for betraying Jesus. The devil tempts each of us daily, but
accomplishes nothing without our co-operation. When Jesus tied the towel around
himself, he is dressed as a slave to render his service. Washing the feet of another
person was considered so menial a task that only Gentile slaves and women are
required to do it. Our Lord really took on the menial task - and not ashamed to do
this. How often to we shy away from tasks we consider menial. When Peter



refused, Jesus challenges him - unless Jesus washes him, Peter will have no share
(meros) in Jesus. This word, meros, is used in the Septuagint (the Greek version of
the Old Testament) to translate the Hebrew word heleq, “the word that describes
the God given heritage of Israel.... Each of the tribes except Levi was to have its
‘share’ in the Promised Land, and this was its heritage from God”. Therefore,
Jesus is telling Peter that he is in danger of spiritual disinheritance if he refuses to
allow Jesus to wash his feet. Jesus outlines what he has done, which they can
readily recognise, but with the enjoiner that they were to imitate him. While Jesus’
glorification will take place in his death, resurrection, and ascension, he speaks of
it as both past and future. The past tense, “has been glorified,” reflects his decision,
already made, to be obedient even to death on a cross. The future tense, “will also
glorify,” anticipates his retaking his rightful place with the Father through his
resurrection and ascension. The ‘new commandment’ (mandatum novum in the
Vulgate) has given its name to the anniversary of the Last Supper: Maundy
Thursday! Showing the world the way of love is the best way of Mission, and
reveals the very heart of God.

Psalm 116:1,10-17 Dilexi, quoniam Grail Psalter

R The blessing-cup that we bless is a communion with the blood of Christ.

Alleluia!
1 I love the Lord for he has heard
the cry of my appeal;
2 for he turned his ear to me
in the day when I called him. R
10 I trusted, even when I said:
“I am sorely afflicted,”
11 and when I said in my alarm:
“No man can be trusted.” R

12 How can I repay the Lord
for his goodness to me?
13 The cup of salvation I will raise;
I will call on the Lord’s name. R
14 My vows to the Lord I will fulfil
before all his people.
15 O precious in the eyes of the Lord
is the death of his faithful. R
16 Your servant, Lord, your servant am I;
you have loosened my bonds.
17 A thanksgiving sacrifice I make;
I will call on the Lord’s name. R



18 My vows to the Lord I will fulfil
before all his people,
19 in the courts of the house of the Lord,
in your midst, O Jerusalem.
R The blessing-cup that we bless is a communion with the blood of Christ.

Glory be to the Father and to the Son
and to the Holy Spirit,
As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be,
world without end. Amen.

COMMENT: This hymn of thanksgiving most likely accompanied a thank-
offering sacrifice by an individual on recovery from a serious illness. It
would appear to have been designed for ritual use in the temple in the
presence of a congregation.

Short Preface
And now we give you thanks because, having loved his own who
were in the world, he loved them to the end; and on the night before
he suffered, sitting at table with his disciples, he instituted these holy
mysteries, that we, redeemed by his death and restored to life by his
resurrection, might be partakers of his divine nature.

Post Communion
Lord Jesus Christ, we thank you that in this wonderful sacrament you
have given us the memorial of your passion: grant us so to reverence
the sacred mysteries of your body and blood that we may know within
ourselves and show forth in our lives the fruit of your redemption, for
you are alive and reign, now and for ever. Amen

There is no blessing at the end of the Maundy Thursday liturgy.

Dismissal
When the disciples had sung a hymn they went out to the Mount of
Olives. Jesus prayed to the Father, ‘If it is possible, take this cup of
suffering from me.’ He said to his disciples, ‘How is it that you were
not able to keep watch with me for one hour? The hour has come for
the Son of Man to be handed over to the power of sinners.’ Christ was
obedient unto death. Go in his peace.


