
Sunday 28th January 2018

Epiphany 4
Septuagesima

Collect
God our creator, who in the beginning commanded the light to shine
out of darkness: we pray that the light of the glorious gospel of Christ
may dispel the darkness of ignorance and unbelief, shine into the
hearts of all your people, and reveal the knowledge of your glory in
the face of Jesus Christ your Son our Lord, who is alive and reigns
with you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever.
Amen

Deuteronomy 18:15-20 English Standard Version (ESV)

A New Prophet like Moses

18 15 “The LORD your God will raise up for you a prophet like me
from among you, from your brothers—it is to him you shall listen— 16

just as you desired of the LORD your God at Horeb on the day of the
assembly, when you said, ‘Let me not hear again the voice of the
LORD my God or see this great fire any more, lest I die.’ 17 And the
LORD said to me, ‘They are right in what they have spoken. 18 I will
raise up for them a prophet like you from among their brothers. And I
will put my words in his mouth, and he shall speak to them all that I
command him. 19 And whoever will not listen to my words that he
shall speak in my name, I myself will require it of him. 20 But the
prophet who presumes to speak a word in my name that I have not
commanded him to speak, or[a] who speaks in the name of other gods,
that same prophet shall die.’
Footnotes: a. Deuteronomy 18:20 or and.

COMMENT: The Book of Deuteronomy was skilfully designed as a series of
sermons Moses delivered to the Israelites as they prepared to enter the
promised land of Canaan.  To keep the covenant of Sinai (Horeb), they needed
to know God’s will and thus be equipped to face an uncertain future. They



were promised a prophet whom the God would inspire. The people would hear
the prophet’s words as the voice of the LORD, which will echo and reinforce
God’s voice already given to us in Scripture - faithfulness to God. Do we not
live in similarly chaotic times when political and economic change seriously
affects our spiritual discernment? Will there be prophetic voices who speak for
God in these times? Has the God of justice, righteousness, mercy and love
fallen silent? Is no one listening? Can anyone hear amid the blaring cacophony
of multiple media? In a global culture with instant digitalised communications
available, what is the word of hope, justice and love that our scriptures
proclaim? Where is the prophetic voice speaking for God today as Moses
spoke to the Israelites on the threshold of the Promised Land? Any voice we
hear today ought to resonate with the Scriptural message, rather than with the
spirit of the age.

Mark 1:21-28 English Standard Version (ESV)

Jesus Heals a Man with an Unclean Spirit

1 21 And they went into Capernaum, and immediately on the Sabbath
he entered the synagogue and was teaching. 22 And they were
astonished at his teaching, for he taught them as one who had
authority, and not as the scribes. 23 And immediately there was in their
synagogue a man with an unclean spirit. And he cried out, 24 “What
have you to do with us, Jesus of Nazareth? Have you come to destroy
us? I know who you are—the Holy One of God.” 25 But Jesus rebuked
him, saying, “Be silent, and come out of him!” 26 And the unclean
spirit, convulsing him and crying out with a loud voice, came out of
him. 27 And they were all amazed, so that they questioned among
themselves, saying, “What is this? A new teaching with authority! He
commands even the unclean spirits, and they obey him.” 28 And at
once his fame spread everywhere throughout all the surrounding
region of Galilee.

COMMENT: It was the custom to invite a visiting rabbi to teach in a local
synagogue such as the one in Capernaum. Mark does not tell us what
scripture passage Jesus explained in his message. He only gives us the
reaction of two sets of people – the many who were astonished at his
authority and the one who recognised who he was – due mainly to his need
to be healed. The scribes were men who spent their time discerning the
intricacies of Jewish law and custom from both the written texts and the oral
tradition which had passed from teacher to pupil for generations. They were
jealous of their special role in the Jewish synagogues. One scribe or rabbi,
however, might not agree with another. Arguments inevitably ensued as to



whose interpretation of scripture had greater validity. This only confused
people. Jesus’ approach was different. He had an authenticity about his
teaching that expressed genuine authority. The Greek word Mark used was
exousia, which meant authority delegated by another, and in this instance,
God. It was the same force with which the prophets had spoken.

Psalm 111 Confitebor tibi  Grail Psalter

R The Lord keeps his covenant ever in mind.
1 Alleluia!
I will thank the Lord with all my heart
in the meeting of the just and their assembly.
2 Great are the works of the Lord,
to be pondered by all who love them. R

3 Majestic and glorious his work,
his justice stands firm for ever.
4 He makes us remember his wonders.
The Lord is compassion and love. R

5 He gives food to those who fear him;
keeps his covenant ever in mind.
6 He has shown his might to his people
by giving them the lands of the nations. R

7 His works are justice and truth,
his precepts are all of them sure,
8 standing firm for ever and ever;
they are made in uprightness and truth. R

9 He has sent deliverance to his people
and established his covenant for ever.
Holy his name, to be feared. R

10 To fear the Lord is the first stage of wisdom;
all who do so prove themselves wise.
His praise shall last for ever! R

Glory be to the Father and to the Son
and to the Holy Spirit,
As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be,
world without end. Amen.



COMMENT: This is one of several psalms of a particular type known as
“wisdom psalms.” The concluding formula in verse 10 expresses the
fundamental concept of Hebrew wisdom: “The fear of the Lord is the
beginning of wisdom; all those who practice it have a good understanding.”
From all that goes before this formula, we realize that “fear” must be seen as
“reverence” as opposed to the terror that comes from the expectation of
danger.  “Awe” or “respectful dread” might be even better ways to describe it.
In the original Hebrew, the psalm is an acrostic with each of its twenty-two
lines beginning with a different letter of the Hebrew alphabet. This may have
created a restrictive artificiality not evident in English, but which to the
author of the Psalter recognised as a valuable poetic device. Our version is a
pleasing celebration of God’s faithfulness and goodness. The faithful
become aware of these divine qualities by observation of “the works of the
Lord”. What the LORD has done for Israel expresses the kind of God we
worship: righteous, gracious, merciful, powerful, faithful, just, trustworthy,
covenanting, redeeming. It is as if there are insufficient ways for the psalmist
to celebrate the Lord’s holiness. Such an awesome God can only be praised.

Short Preface
And now we give you thanks because, in the incarnation of the Word,
a new light has dawned upon the world, that all the nations may be
brought out of darkness to see the radiance of your glory.

Post Communion
Generous Lord, in word and Eucharist we have proclaimed the
mystery of your love: help us so to live out our days that we may be
signs of your wonders in the world; through Jesus Christ our Saviour.
Amen

Blessing
Christ the Son of God perfect in you the image of his glory and
gladden your hearts with the good news of his kingdom; and the
blessing of God almighty, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, be
among you, and remain with you always. Amen.


