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The Adoration of the Holy Trinity by Albrecht Durers

Collect
Almighty and everlasting God, you have given us your servants
grace, by the confession of a true faith, to acknowledge the glory of
the eternal Trinity and in the power of the divine majesty to worship
the Unity: keep us steadfast in this faith, that we may evermore be
defended from all adversities; through Jesus Christ your Son our
Lord, who is alive and reigns with you, in the unity of the Holy
Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen.

Isaiah 40:12-17 English Standard Version (ESV)

The Greatness of God

40 12 Who has measured the waters in the hollow of his hand and
marked off the heavens with a span, enclosed the dust of the earth in
a measure and weighed the mountains in scales and the hills in a
balance? 13 Who has measured[a] the Spirit of the LORD, or what man
shows him his counsel? 14 Whom did he consult, and who made him
understand? Who taught him the path of justice, and taught him
knowledge, and showed him the way of understanding? 15 Behold,
the nations are like a drop from a bucket, and are accounted as the
dust on the scales; behold, he takes up the coastlands like fine dust.
16 Lebanon would not suffice for fuel, nor are its beasts enough for a
burnt offering. 17 All the nations are as nothing before him, they are
accounted by him as less than nothing and emptiness. 27 Why do you
say, O Jacob, and speak, O Israel, “My way is hidden from the LORD,
and my right is disregarded by my God”? 28 Have you not known?
Have you not heard? The LORD is the everlasting God, the Creator of
the ends of the earth. He does not faint or grow weary; his
understanding is unsearchable. 29 He gives power to the faint, and to
him who has no might he increases strength. 30 Even youths shall
faint and be weary, and young men shall fall exhausted; 31 but they



who wait for the LORD shall renew their strength; they shall mount
up with wings like eagles; they shall run and not be weary; they shall
walk and not faint.
Footnote: a. Or has directed.

COMMENT: In verses 12-26 promise that the LORD has the power
necessary to deliver his people.  These verses open with a series of
questions, such as, “Who has measured the waters in the hollow of his
hand,” that remind the exiles of the LORD’s majesty and that “the nations
are like a drop from a bucket” (verse 15). Verses 27-31 promise that “they
who wait for the LORD shall renew their strength (and) they shall mount
up with wings like eagles” (verse 31). These verses, then, call the exiles to
faith in the midst of the humiliation of their everyday servitude—a kind of
slavery that they have endured for almost five decades. These exiles know
that they are powerless against the master-nation, Babylon. This chapter
assures them that the LORD is not powerless. The LORD has both the will
and the power to redeem them.

Matthew 28:16-20 English Standard Version (ESV)

The Great Commission

28 16 Now the eleven disciples went to Galilee, to the mountain to
which Jesus had directed them. 17 And when they saw him they
worshiped him, but some doubted. 18 And Jesus came and said to
them, “All authority in heaven and on earth has been given to me.
19 Go therefore and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in[a]

the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit,
20 teaching them to observe all that I have commanded you. And
behold, I am with you always, to the end of the age.”
Footnotes: a. or into.

COMMENT: This passage brings the gospel to a fitting conclusion, and the
church has used the Trinitarian commission as an effective, ecumenical
mission statement ever since. It confirms the tradition shared by Luke and John
that Jesus commissioned the disciples to carry on his ministry in the world. The
Gospels may not share the exact words that Jesus spoke on the occasion of his
final appearance, but all three affirm that tradition. Matthew adds another little
detail that may link this pericope with what has gone before. He specifies “the
mountain to which Jesus had directed them.” This may be an intentional
allusion to other mountains where significant events in the ministry of Jesus
had occurred, such as the Sermon on the Mount, and the Mount of
Transfiguration. He further emphasized the element of faith by stating that



“when they saw him, they worshiped him.” But adds an additional clause “but
some doubted”. This is Matthew’s equivalent of doubting Thomas! Just as
Thomas was reassured, so too the disciples in Matthew. In the phrase “Jesus
came to them” – the word ‘came’ (προσέρχομαι proserchomai) means in
Greek – “drew near” – to come close, an act of reassurance. The command to
make disciples by baptising and teaching states the means by which the church
used from the beginning and still uses to witness to and continue in its faith
relationship with the risen Christ. The promise to be with us “to the end of the
age” confirms the gift of the Spirit as his continuing presence, and the promise
of his second coming. Thus the church lives in that ambiguous eschatological
state of “already” but “not yet.” Baptism is the symbol of this state of grace.
The teaching is the way in which those who believe continue to grow in grace
and mature into a more experienced discipleship until our transition to life
beyond death makes it complete.

Psalm 8 Domine, Dominus noster Grail Psalter

R How great is your name, Lord, through all the earth!
1 For the Choirmaster. Upon the gitteth. A Psalm of David
2 How great is your name, O Lord our God,
through all the earth! R

Your majesty is praised above the heavens;
3 on the lips of children and of babes
you have found praise to foil your enemy,
to silence the foe and the rebel. R
4 When I see the heavens, the work of your hands,
the moon and the stars which you arranged,
5 what is man that you should keep him in mind,
mortal man that you care for him? R

6 Yet you have made him little less than a god;
with glory and honour you crowned him,
7 gave him power over the works of your hand,
put all things under his feet. R
8 All of them, sheep and cattle,
yes, even the savage beasts,
9 birds of the air, and fish
that make their way through the waters. R
10 How great is your name, O Lord our God
through all the earth! R



Glory be to the Father and to the Son
and to the Holy Spirit,
As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be,
world without end. Amen.

COMMENT: Reiterating the majesty of the creation, this psalm reflects on
what God has done and still does in the universe in which we live. More
than that, it states how we humans fit into the plan of God as conscious
stewards of creation.

Short Preface
And now we give you thanks because you have revealed the glory of
your eternal fellowship of love with your Son and with the Holy
Spirit, three persons equal in majesty, undivided in splendour, yet
one God, ever to be worshipped and adored.

Post Communion
Almighty and eternal God, you have revealed yourself as Father, Son
and Holy Spirit, and live and reign in the perfect unity of love: hold us
firm in this faith, that we may know you in all your ways and evermore
rejoice in your eternal glory, who are three Persons yet one God, now
and for ever. Amen.

Blessing
God the Holy Trinity make you strong in faith and love, defend you
on every side, and guide you in truth and peace; and the blessing of
God Almighty, the Father, and the Son, and the Holy Spirit, rest
upon you now and forever. Amen.


