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Green  Proper 21  
Collect 
God, who in generous mercy sent the Holy Spirit upon your Church 

in the burning fire of your love: grant that your people may be 

fervent in the fellowship of the gospel that, always abiding in you, 

they may be found steadfast in faith and active in service; through 

Jesus Christ your Son our Lord, who is alive and reigns with you, in 

the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen 
 

Amos 6:1-7 English Standard Version (ESV) 
 

Woe to Those at Ease in Zion 
 

6 
1
 “Woe to those who are at ease in Zion, and to those who feel 

secure on the mountain of Samaria, the notable men of the first of the 

nations, to whom the house of Israel comes! 
2 

Pass over to Calneh, 

and see, and from there go to Hamath the great; then go down to 

Gath of the Philistines. Are you better than these kingdoms? Or is 

their territory greater than your territory, 
3 

O you who put far away 

the day of disaster and bring near the seat of violence? 
4 

“Woe to 

those who lie on beds of ivory and stretch themselves out on their 

couches, and eat lambs from the flock and calves from the midst of 

the stall, 
5 

who sing idle songs to the sound of the harp and like 

David invent for themselves instruments of music, 
6 

who drink wine 

in bowls and anoint themselves with the finest oils, but are not 

grieved over the ruin of Joseph! 
7 

Therefore they shall now be the 

first of those who go into exile, and the revelry of those who stretch 

themselves out shall pass away.” 
 

COMMENT: This is one of the sternest of the prophecies of Amos against 

the economic injustices of his time. He condemned those who live in ease 

while the rest of the people suffer dire privation. There may well be echoes 

in our time, with the growing gap between rich and poor. The reference to 

both Zion and Samaria in verse 1 had some significance. While Amos was 

from Tekoa, not far from Jerusalem, in the Southern Kingdom of Judah, the 

major focus of his ministry was the Northern Kingdom of Samaria prior to 

its destruction by invading Assyrians in 722 BC. As verse 2 indicated, his 

condemnation knew no boundaries, extending northward to include the 



leaders Syria and southwestward to those in Gaza of the Philistines. No 

biblical prophet described ostentatious wealth spent on extravagant living 

more vividly than does Amos in verses 4-6. One cannot but help recall the 

frequently publicised lists of the wealthiest nations and people in world 

today. We tend to shield ourselves from the obvious parallel with Amos’ 

blunt condemnation with such euphemisms as “leading developed nations” 

and “a good place to live.” In verse 6, Amos uttered a contrasting word 

about the injustice of the situation in somewhat veiled terms. The wealthy 

leaders and their sycophants “are not grieved over the ruin of Joseph!” In 

other words, rather than indulging in their pursuit of pleasure in every 

possible manner, they did not feel sick at heart for the plight of the poor 

whose meagre living conditions they had both ignored and made worse.   
 

Luke 16:19-31  English Standard Version (ESV) 
 

The Rich Man and Lazarus 
 

16 19 
“There was a rich man who was clothed in purple and fine 

linen and who feasted sumptuously every day. 
20 

And at his gate was 

laid a poor man named Lazarus, covered with sores, 
21 

who desired to 

be fed with what fell from the rich man’s table. Moreover, even the 

dogs came and licked his sores. 
22 

The poor man died and was carried 

by the angels to Abraham’s side.
[a]

 The rich man also died and was 

buried, 
23 

and in Hades, being in torment, he lifted up his eyes and 

saw Abraham far off and Lazarus at his side. 
24 

And he called out, 

‘Father Abraham, have mercy on me, and send Lazarus to dip the 

end of his finger in water and cool my tongue, for I am in anguish in 

this flame.’ 
25 

But Abraham said, ‘Child, remember that you in your 

lifetime received your good things, and Lazarus in like manner bad 

things; but now he is comforted here, and you are in anguish. 
26 

And 

besides all this, between us and you a great chasm has been fixed, in 

order that those who would pass from here to you may not be able, 

and none may cross from there to us.’ 
27 

And he said, ‘Then I beg 

you, father, to send him to my father’s house— 
28 

for I have five 

brothers
[b]

—so that he may warn them, lest they also come into this 

place of torment.’ 
29 

But Abraham said, ‘They have Moses and the 

Prophets; let them hear them.’ 
30 

And he said, ‘No, father Abraham, 

but if someone goes to them from the dead, they will repent.’ 
31 

He 

said to him, ‘If they do not hear Moses and the Prophets, neither will 

they be convinced if someone should rise from the dead.’” 
 

Footnotes: a. Greek bosom; also verse 23. b. or brothers and sisters. 



COMMENT: This parable has a forceful attitude toward wealth and 

poverty. The futility of dependence on wealth to the neglect of the poor 

is as strongly stated here as anywhere in scripture. The story may seem 

far fetched yet such scenes of the abject poor living alongside the very 

rich can be seen in many parts of the world. Tradition has given the rich 

man the name of “Dives”. The description of life after death, here is part 

of the parable – part of the story but it conveys the ultimate justice and 

reckoning we are all to face. The parable also points to its use in post 

resurrection times, with the hint that here is an irony, Jesus has risen 

from the dead and yet the vast majority of Jews have chosen not to 

believe. 

 
Psalm 146 Lauda, anima mea Grail Psalter 
 

R  The Lord will reign for ever 
 
1
 Alleluia! 

My soul, give praise to the Lord; 
2
 I will praise the Lord all my days, 

make music to my God while I live. R 
 
3
 Put no trust in princes, 

In mortal men in whom there is no help. 
4
 Take their breath, they return to clay 

and their plans that day come to nothing. R 
 
5
 He is happy who is helped by Jacob’s God, 

whose hope is in the Lord his God, 
6
 who alone made heaven and earth, 

the seas and all they contain. R 
 

It is he who keeps faith for ever, 
7
 who is just to those who are oppressed. 

It is he who gives bread to the hungry, 

the Lord, who sets prisoners free, R   
 
8
 the Lord who gives sight to the blind, 

who raises up those who are bowed down, 
9
 the Lord, who protects the stranger 

 

and upholds the widow and orphan. R  

8c
 It is the Lord who loves the just 

9c
 but thwarts the path of the wicked. 

10
 The Lord will reign for ever, 

Zion’s God, from age to age. Alleluia! R 



Glory be to the Father and to the Son  

and to the Holy Spirit,  

As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be,  

world without end. Amen.  

 
COMMENT: The prophetic theme of hope of restoration sounds 

through the latter part of this song of praise, one of five psalms that end 

the Psalter. It sings the praise of the LORD as creator and redeemer, 

especially of those who are powerless and marginalised. Verses 7b-10 

repeats the name of the LORD five times, always translated “the Lord”. 

Originally the name ‘Yahweh’ (or Jahveh – but pronounced as Yahweh) 

would have been voiced, but the name of God became considered so 

sacred, that it was replaced by the title “Lord” (Edonaj – or Adonai) 

rendered “LORD” in English bibles to show the divine name lies behind 

the replacement.1 One can imagine those familiar with the words joining 

their voices to the cantor in a jubilant crescendo as the divine name was 

recited. Then in the closing benediction proclaiming the eternal 

sovereignty of the LORD, the congregation responds with a final outburst 

of praise. 

 
Post Communion 
Keep, O Lord, your Church, with your perpetual mercy; and, because 

without you our human frailty cannot but fall, keep us ever by your 

help from all things hurtful, and lead us to all things profitable to our 

salvation; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen 

 
The Blessing 

The God of all grace, who called you to his eternal glory in Christ 

Jesus, establish, strengthen and settle you in the faith; and the 

blessing of God almighty, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, be 

among you, and remain with you always. Amen. 

                                                 
1
 For the technical minded the Hebrew Bible originally just used consonants, and 

later vowel signs were added underneath. The two vowels in Jahveh were replaced 

by three vowels from Edonaj, thus;           - the vowels alerted the reader to say 

“Lord”. The early German and English translators misread this as “Jehovah”. 


