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Collect 
Almighty God, whose only Son has opened for us a new and living 

way into your presence: give us pure hearts and steadfast wills to 

worship you in spirit and in truth; through Jesus Christ your Son our 

Lord, who is alive and reigns with you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 

one God, now and for ever. Amen 

 

Amos 8:4-7 English Standard Version (ESV) 
 

The Coming Day of Bitter Judgement 
 

8 4 
Hear this, you who trample on the needy and bring the poor of the 

land to an end, 
5 

saying, “When will the new moon be over, that we 

may sell grain? And the Sabbath, that we may offer wheat for sale, 

that we may make the ephah small and the shekel
[a]

 great and deal 

deceitfully with false balances, 
6 

that we may buy the poor for silver 

and the needy for a pair of sandals and sell the chaff of the wheat?” 
7 

The LORD has sworn by the pride of Jacob: “Surely I will never 

forget any of their deeds. 
 

Footnotes: a. an ephah was about 3/5 bushel or 22 liters; a shekel was about 2/5 

ounce or 11 grams. 

 

COMMENT: Of all the Old Testament prophets, none is more 

passionate about social justice than Amos. This outburst of prophetic 

wrath promised nothing but destruction for Israel caused by the grave 

injustices of the times. It would appear that normal business 

operations were postponed during the festival celebrating the 

beginning of a new month (“the new moon” in verse 5) and also for 

the weekly Sabbaths. That prevented the merchants from making as 

much profit as they would have liked. The return for scarce produce of 

the poor was being manipulated by false balances, inaccurate 

measures and low prices (verses 5b-6).  



Luke 16:1-13 Revised Standard Version (ESV) 
 

The Parable of the Dishonest Steward. 
 

16 
1
 Jesus also said to the disciples, “There was a rich man who had a 

steward, and charges were brought to him that this man was wasting his 

goods. 
2 
And he called him and said to him, ‘What is this that I hear about 

you? Turn in the account of your stewardship, for you can no longer be 

steward.’ 
3 
And the steward said to himself, ‘What shall I do, since my 

master is taking the stewardship away from me? I am not strong enough to 

dig, and I am ashamed to beg. 
4 
I have decided what to do, so that people 

may receive me into their houses when I am put out of the stewardship.’ 
5 
So, summoning his master’s debtors one by one, he said to the first, ‘How 

much do you owe my master?’ 
6 
He said, ‘A hundred measures of oil.’ 

And he said to him, ‘Take your bill, and sit down quickly and write fifty.’ 
7 
Then he said to another, ‘And how much do you owe?’ He said, ‘A 

hundred measures of wheat.’ He said to him, ‘Take your bill, and write 

eighty.’ 
8 
The master commended the dishonest steward for his 

shrewdness; for the sons of this world
[a]

 are more shrewd in dealing with 

their own generation than the sons of light. 
9 
And I tell you, make friends 

for yourselves by means of unrighteous mammon
[b]

 , so that when it fails 

they may receive you into the eternal habitations. 
10 

“He who is faithful in a 

very little is faithful also in much; and he who is dishonest in a very little is 

dishonest also in much. 
11 

If then you have not been faithful in the 

unrighteous mammon,
[c]

 who will entrust to you the true riches? 
12 

And if 

you have not been faithful in that which is another’s, who will give you 

that which is your own? 
13 

No servant can serve two masters; for either he 

will hate the one and love the other, or he will be devoted to the one and 

despise the other. You cannot serve God and mammon.”
[d]

 
 

Footnotes: a. Greek age. b.c. & d. Mammon is a Semitic word for money or riches.  

 

COMMENT: An incompetent steward is told to hand in his accounts. 

When he had successfully collected part of what was owed his master, 

he placed these same debtors in obligation to him, the master 

commends him for his shrewdness. But is that the point of the 

parable? Is there anything edifying about this steward’s seeming 

dishonesty? In telling this story, Luke is not encouraging the abuse of 

financial obligations as verse 9 seems to suggest. Rather it means 

make friends by use of worldly money – use for money for others. The 

Steward thought of himself only, not his Master or the Tenants. Now 

at least he was looking after the Tenants. Jesus goes on in verses.10-



12 to contrast the morality of the old age with that of the new age he 

had initiated. One of the criticisms of Jesus by the Pharisees had been 

that his proclamation of a new order had made sin easy by lowering 

the requirements for God’s reign in contrast to John the Baptist’s 

rigorous morality. “Cheap grace,” modern theologians call it. The 

Letter of James appears to follow a similarly rigid approach to the 

Law. As Luke makes clear in his comments, Jesus raised the bar even 

higher. A little dishonesty or a little white lie always pays the wrong 

kind of dividends. On the other hand, faithfulness is small issues will 

result in more responsibility in greater ones. How we handle money 

can be a genuine test case. The use of money is important because it is 

a training ground for all of life and expressive of the true character of 

the user. 

 

 

Psalm 79 Deus, venerunt  Grail Psalter 

 

R Rescue us, O Lord, for the glory of your name. 
 
1
 O God, the nations have invaded your land, 

they have profaned your holy temple. 

They have made Jerusalem a heap of ruins. 
2
 They have handed over the bodies of your servants 

as food to feed the birds of heaven 

and the flesh of your faithful to the beasts of the earth. R 

 
3
 They have poured out blood like water in Jerusalem; 

no one is left to bury the dead. 
4
 We have become the taunt of our neighbours, 

the mockery and scorn of those who surround us. 
5
 How long, O Lord? Will you be angry for ever; 

how long will your anger burn like fire? R 

 
6
 Pour out your rage on the nations, 

the nations that do not know you. 

Pour out your rage on the kingdoms 

that do not call on your name, 
7
 for they have devoured Jacob 

and laid waste the land where he dwells. R 
 



 

 
8
 Do not hold the guilt of our fathers against us. 

Let your compassion hasten to meet us; 

we are left in the depths of distress. 
9
 O God our saviour, come to our help. 

Come for the sake of the glory of your name. 

O Lord our God, forgive us our sins; 

rescue us for the sake of your name.  

R Rescue us, O Lord, for the glory of your name. 
 

Glory be to the Father and to the Son  

and to the Holy Spirit,  

As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be,  

world without end. Amen.   

 

COMMENT: Another lament for another disaster, this time an 

invasion by a foreign power had caused a national calamity.  In this 

psalm, possibly dating from the Babylonian exile in the 6
th

 Century 

BC, the psalmist recalled scenes from the destruction of Jerusalem, 

seeing vultures and wild animals feeding on corpses, blood running in 

the streets, and unburied dead rotting in the sun. Neighbouring peoples 

waiting to pounce on the spoils only taunt and mock those who have 

survived. With such a vivid word picture before us, who can claim 

that the scriptures provide dull reading? Has horror ever received a 

better description? 

 

Post Communion 
Lord God, the source of truth and love, keep us faithful to the 

apostles’ teaching and fellowship, united in prayer and the breaking of 

bread, and one in joy and simplicity of heart, in Jesus Christ our Lord. 

Amen 

 

The Blessing 

The peace of God, which passes all understanding, keep your hearts 

and minds in the knowledge and love of God, and of his Son Jesus 

Christ our Lord; and the blessing of God almighty, the Father, the 

Son, and the Holy Spirit, be among you, and remain with you always. 

Amen. 
 


