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Trinity 11 
 

Green  Proper 17 
  

 
Collect 
O God, you declare your almighty power most chiefly in showing mercy 

and pity: mercifully grant to us such a measure of your grace, that we, 

running the way of your commandments, may receive your gracious 

promises, and be made partakers of your heavenly treasure; through Jesus 

Christ your Son our Lord, who is alive and reigns with you, in the unity of 

the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen 

 
Hebrews 13:1-8 English Standard Version (ESV) 
 

Sacrifices Pleasing to God 
 

13 
1
 Let brotherly love continue. 

2 
Do not neglect to show hospitality to 

strangers, for thereby some have entertained angels unawares. 
3 
Remember 

those who are in prison, as though in prison with them, and those who are 

mistreated, since you also are in the body. 
4 
Let marriage be held in honour 

among all, and let the marriage bed be undefiled, for God will judge the 

sexually immoral and adulterous. 
5 
Keep your life free from love of money, 

and be content with what you have, for he has said, “I will never leave you 

nor forsake you.” 
6 
So we can confidently say, “The Lord is my helper; I 

will not fear; what can man do to me?” 
7 
Remember your leaders, those 

who spoke to you the word of God. Consider the outcome of their way of 

life, and imitate their faith. 
8 
Jesus Christ is the same yesterday and today 

and forever.  
15 

Through him then let us continually offer up a sacrifice of praise to God, 

that is, the fruit of lips that acknowledge his name. 
16 

Do not neglect to do 

good and to share what you have, for such sacrifices are pleasing to God. 

 

COMMENT: As in so many other New Testament letters, this concluding 

chapter of this letter contains a number of admonitions to the assembly to 

whom it was written. These words of advice set before this congregation 

the high moral standards expected of them in their particular setting. The 

most singular preaching text of the passage is surely verse 8. However, can 

it be interpreted in today’s environment as it was intended at that time? The 

dietary rules of verses 9-14 make obvious reference to the strict Levitical 

code ostensibly given by the LORD to Moses in the tent of meeting during 



the Israelites’ forty years in the wilderness. The community to which the 

letter was written may well have been predominantly Jewish struggling 

with the freedom of their new faith in Jesus of Nazareth, the true Messiah. 

Certainly an extended struggle between the Jerusalem apostolate led by 

James, the brother of Jesus, and the Pauline Gentile apostolate occurred 

within many nascent Christian communities of the 1
st
 Century AD.  It is 

clear that for Christians then and now ethical behavior is rooted in faith. 

Our relationship with Christ helps us to behave as we should toward one 

another. The moral counsel of verse 1-5 springs from the faith summed up 

in verse 6-8. Because we believe in the unchangeable Christ, we behave in 

certain disciplined ways that others may not share. We do so confidently 

with the help of God and following the example of those who shared this 

faith with us. Such a life may involve sacrifice, but we may think of such 

sacrifice as an act of worship offered to God. As is so often the case in 

Hebrews, the whole passage expressed the prophetic spirit that continually 

recalled Israel to its covenantal relationship as the true form of liturgy. Yet 

it does justice also to the liturgical traditions which shaped the Jewish 

identity and culture in the post-exilic period when the reconstructed Second 

Temple became the focal point of national life and historical events. The 

Letter to the Hebrews tried to identify for Hebrew Christians the moral and 

spiritual reality they had both continuity and discontinuity with their 

ancient traditions. 

 

Luke 14:1-14 English Standard Version (ESV) 
 

The Parable of the Wedding Feast 
 

14 
1 

One Sabbath, when he went to dine at the house of a ruler of the 

Pharisees, they were watching him carefully.  
7 
Now he told a parable to those who were invited, when he noticed how 

they chose the places of honour, saying to them, 
8 
“When you are invited by 

someone to a wedding feast, do not sit down in a place of honour, lest 

someone more distinguished than you be invited by him, 
9 
and he who 

invited you both will come and say to you, ‘Give your place to this person,’ 

and then you will begin with shame to take the lowest place. 
10 

But when 

you are invited, go and sit in the lowest place, so that when your host 

comes he may say to you, ‘Friend, move up higher.’ Then you will be 

honoured in the presence of all who sit at table with you. 
11 

For everyone 

who exalts himself will be humbled, and he who humbles himself will be 

exalted.” 
 

The Parable of the Great Banquet 
 

12 
He said also to the man who had invited him, “When you give a dinner or 

a banquet, do not invite your friends or your brothers
[a]

 or your relatives or 

rich neighbours, lest they also invite you in return and you be repaid. 
13 

But 



when you give a feast, invite the poor, the crippled, the lame, the blind, 
14 

and you will be blessed, because they cannot repay you. For you will be 

repaid at the resurrection of the just.” 
 

Footnote: a. or your brothers and sisters. The plural Greek word adelphoi (translated 

“brothers”) refers to siblings in a family. In New Testament usage, depending on the 

context, adelphoi may refer either to brothers or to brothers and sisters. 

 

COMMENT: Despite the conflict portrayed between Jesus and the 

Pharisees in some of the Gospel passages, Jesus was considered as a fellow 

teacher and even admired by many Pharisees – we only have to think of 

Nicodemus in John chapter 3. The theme of weddings and guests is easily 

found in the Gospels (Matthew 9:15, 22:1-14, 25:1-13, Mark 2:19, Luke 

5:24, 14:7-11, John 2:1-10), and which becomes the basis for our Lord’s 

teaching. In this passage, unique to Luke, Jesus had been invited to the 

home of a leading Pharisee for the Sabbath meal. In the verses missing 

from the passage above (2-6), he caused controversy by healing a man 

afflicted with dropsy (œdema or excessive retention of fluids) on the 

Sabbath. To add to that offence, as he noticed how guests placed 

themselves in the pecking order, he proceeds to offer them advice on how 

to conduct themselves, challenging the pretentious behaviour. The shame 

will have been driven home by the fact our Lord was alluding to the 

Proverbs (25:6-7). We ought to question how pretentious behaviour is part 

of the Church, which it can be. If those two lessons were not enough, we 

move on to a further lecture about who ought to be invited to dinner. Whilst 

social injustice does not exist in the sharp way as it once did in the UK due 

to the welfare state, we need to question to whom we extend invites to our 

social events, and as Christians reach out to those with whom we do not 

normally socialise. Perhaps in our giving to target those most in need. 

 

Psalm 112 Beatus vir 
 

R  Happy the man who fears the Lord. 
 
1
 Alleluia! Happy the man who fears the Lord,  

who takes delight in all his commands.  
2
 His sons will be powerful on earth;  

the children of the upright are blessed. R 
 
3
 Riches and wealth are in his house;  

his justice stands firm for ever. 
4
 He is a light in the darkness for the upright:  

he is generous, merciful and just. R 
 

 



5
 The good man takes pity and lends,  

he conducts his affairs with honour. 
6
 The just man will never waver:  

he will be remembered for ever.  

R  Happy the man who fears the Lord. 
 
7
 He has no fear of evil news;  

with a firm heart he trusts in the Lord. 
8
 With a steadfast heart he will not fear;  

he will see the downfall of his foes.  
 
9
 Open-handed, he gives to the poor;  

his justice stands firm for ever. 

His head will be raised in glory. R 
 
10 

The wicked man sees and is angry,  

grinds his teeth and fades away; 

the desire of the wicked leads to doom. R 
 

Glory be to the Father and to the Son  

and to the Holy Spirit,  

As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be,  

world without end. Amen.  

 

COMMENT: This didactic psalm resonates with both the tradition which 

emerge in exile with emphasis on the just rewards of the righteous and the 

prophetic tradition of social justice. It comes from the so-called Hebrew 

Wisdom literature generally thought to have been created during the 

Persian period of Jewish history 539–333 BC using older sources. 

 

Post Communion 
Lord of all mercy, we your faithful people have celebrated that one true 

sacrifice which takes away our sins and brings pardon and peace: by our 

communion keep us firm on the foundation of the gospel and preserve us from 

all sin; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen 

 

The Blessing 

The God of all grace, who called you to his eternal glory in Christ Jesus, 

establish, strengthen and settle you in the faith; and the blessing of God 

almighty, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, be among you, and 

remain with you always. Amen. 


