
 

Sunday 28th April 2019 
 

Second Sunday of Easter 

 

 
 

Collect 
Almighty Father, you have given your only Son to die for our sins 

and to rise again for our justification: grant us so to put away the 

leaven of malice and wickedness that we may always serve you in 

pureness of living and truth; through the merits of your Son Jesus 

Christ our Lord, who is alive and reigns with you, in the unity of the 

Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen 
 

Acts 5:27-32 English Standard Version (ESV) 
 

The Apostles Arrested 
 

5 
27 

When the Captain and officers had brought the Apostles, they set 

them before the council. And the high priest questioned them, 
28 

saying, “We strictly charged you not to teach in this name, yet here 

you have filled Jerusalem with your teaching, and you intend to bring 

this man's blood upon us.” 
29 

But Peter and the apostles answered, 

“We must obey God rather than men. 
30 

The God of our fathers raised 

Jesus, whom you killed by hanging him on a tree. 
31 

God exalted him 

at his right hand as Leader and Saviour, to give repentance to Israel 

and forgiveness of sins. 
32 

And we are witnesses to these things, and 

so is the Holy Spirit, whom God has given to those who obey him.” 

 

COMMENT: This incident must have taken place relatively soon 

after the resurrection. It illustrates the opposition to the preaching of 

the Gospel by the same religious authorities who had opposed Jesus 

and arranged his execution at the hands of the Romans. In disobeying 

the orders of the Sanhedrin, the high council of Israel’s religious 

establishment, the apostles claimed to have a higher, divine authority 

for what they did. Christians have always faced such challenges to 

their loyalties and are forced to choose. 

 



John 20:19-31 English Standard Version (ESV) 
 

Jesus Appears to the Disciples 
 

20 
19 

On the evening of that day, the first day of the week, the doors 

being locked where the disciples were for fear of the Jews,
[a]

 Jesus 

came and stood among them and said to them, “Peace be with you.” 
20 

When he had said this, he showed them his hands and his side. 

Then the disciples were glad when they saw the Lord. 
21 

Jesus said to 

them again, “Peace be with you. As the Father has sent me, even so I 

am sending you.” 
22 

And when he had said this, he breathed on them 

and said to them, “Receive the Holy Spirit. 
23 

If you forgive the sins 

of any, they are forgiven them; if you withhold forgiveness from any, 

it is withheld.” 
 

Jesus and Thomas 
 

24 
Now Thomas, one of the Twelve, called the Twin,

[b]
 was not with 

them when Jesus came. 
25 

So the other disciples told him, “We have 

seen the Lord.” But he said to them, “Unless I see in his hands the 

mark of the nails, and place my finger into the mark of the nails, and 

place my hand into his side, I will never believe.” 
26 

Eight days later, 

his disciples were inside again, and Thomas was with them. 

Although the doors were locked, Jesus came and stood among them 

and said, “Peace be with you.” 
27 

Then he said to Thomas, “Put your 

finger here, and see my hands; and put out your hand, and place it in 

my side. Do not disbelieve, but believe.” 
28 

Thomas answered him, 

“My Lord and my God!” 
29 

Jesus said to him, “Have you believed 

because you have seen me? Blessed are those who have not seen and 

yet have believed.” 
 

The Purpose of This Book 
 

30 
Now Jesus did many other signs in the presence of the disciples, 

which are not written in this book; 
31 

but these are written so that you 

may believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God, and that by 

believing you may have life in his name. 
 

Footnotes: a. Greek Ioudaioi probably refers here to Jewish religious leaders, and 

others under their influence in that time. b. Greek Didymus. 
 

COMMENT: The purpose of John’s Gospel is to reassure us that the 

facts conveyed are true, and that we can have confidence in believing in 

Christ, and so “have life in his name”. We might think that this episode is 

found in John’s Gospel alone. Yet this passage echoes similar passages in 



the Gospels of Matthew and Luke. Matthew 28:16-17 has this; “Now the 

eleven disciples went to Galilee, to the mountain to which Jesus had 

directed them. And when they saw him they worshiped him, but some 

doubted.” This sight of Jesus may have been from a distance, and so Jesus 

drew nearer to them; “And Jesus came and said to them, “All authority in 

heaven… etc.” The word for “came” is προσέρχομαι - proserchomai – “to 

draw near” – “to come close”, an act of reassurance. In Luke 24:37 on 

seeing Jesus, the disciples thought it was a spirit, but Jesus invites the 

disciples to touch him – “Why are you troubled, and why do doubts arise 

in your hearts? See my hands and my feet, that it is I myself. Touch me, 

and see. For a spirit does not have flesh and bones as you see that I 

have”, and yet Luke points out that there was disbelief and emotion of joy 

and marvelling, but reassurance, as he ate the broiled fish the disciples 

gave to him (Luke 24:39-41). In John’s recounting, a doubting disciple is 

given a name; “doubting Thomas”. So doubt is an ancient apostolic 

tradition, but so to, is the reassurance we can find in our Lord and in the 

Scriptures. 

 

Psalm 150  Laudate Dominum   Grail Psalter 
 

R Holy, Holy, Holy is the Lord God, the Almighty. 
 
1
 Alleluia! 

Praise God in his holy place, 

praise him in his mighty heavens. 
2
 Praise him for his powerful deeds, 

praise his surpassing greatness. R 
 
3 

O praise him with sound of trumpet, 

praise him with lute and harp. 
4
 Praise him with timbrel and dance, 

praise him with strings and pipes. R 
 
5
 O praise him with resounding cymbals, 

praise him with clashing of cymbals. 
6
 Let everything that lives and that breathes 

give praise to the Lord. Alleluia! R 
 

Glory be to the Father and to the Son  

and to the Holy Spirit,  

As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be,  

world without end. Amen.   



COMMENT: In six short verses this liturgical psalm summons 

praise to God eleven times. It also presents us with answers to four 

questions: where, why, how and who is to offer this praise. A shout 

of praise, “Hallelujah!” (in English, “Praise the Lord!”) frames these 

exhortations so appropriate for the Easter season. 

 

Short Preface 

But chiefly are we bound to praise you because you raised him 

gloriously from the dead. For he is the true paschal lamb who was 

offered for us, and has taken away the sin of the world. By his death 

he has destroyed death, and by his rising to life again he has restored 

to us everlasting life. 
 

Post Communion 
Lord God our Father, through our Saviour Jesus Christ you have 

assured your children of eternal life and in baptism have made us one 

with him: deliver us from the death of sin and raise us to new life in 

your love, in the fellowship of the Holy Spirit, by the grace of our 

Lord Jesus Christ. Amen 

 

Blessing 

The God of peace, who brought again from the dead our Lord Jesus, 

that great shepherd of the sheep, through the blood of the eternal 

covenant, make you perfect in every good work to do his will, 

working in you that which is well-pleasing in his sight; and the 

blessing of God almighty, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, be 

among you, and remain with you always. Amen. 

 

 


